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1 Education of Children and 
5 Vouth, ”, appears to be the Reſult of 
cloſe Attention and much Obſervation, 


Dr. Warrs's eminent Capacity for ä 
Works of this Nature hath been gene- N 


| rally and juſtly acknowleged, Several 


judicious Syſtems of Inſtruction, in 
various Branches of uſeful Knowlege, a 


which he publiſhed during a Courſe of 
many Years, have had the Sanction of 
public Eſteem. In this Tract, which, 

in the complete Edition of bis Works, 
in Quarto, was annexed to the Second 
Part of TRE IMPROVEMENT. OF THE 
Minp, the judicious Reader will find 


2 proper Plan dene for Inſtruction 


5 4 | in 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


is the Principles of true Religion, as 
well as a Variety of excellent Rules for 


2 — 


regulating the Temper and Conduct 
from the early Dawn of rational Life; 


together with ſuch prodential Maxims 


and Cautions as may, by the Divine 


Bleſſing, prove a happy Preſervative 


amidſt the numerous Scenes of Temp- 
tation, by which the Uninſtructed and 


Inconſiderate, in the preſent Age of 


/ 


\ 


Diſſipation and Levity, are ſo fatally 
ſeduced and ruined. That the ſalutary 


| Influence of this Piece may be more 


extenſively communicated; it is now 
preſented to the Public in a leſſer Form, 


| detached: from the other Eſſays, with 


which * was cram in the firſt 
Publication, N 
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2 Lr RODUCTION 
2 4 of this Earth, and continually 5 


' - Ing ſome of us to ſleep under Ground. 
The Circle of thirty Vears will plant 


znother Generation in our room: An- 


| 3. other Set of Mortals will be the chief x 


Actors i in all the greater and leſſer Af. 


fairs of this Life, and will fill the World 
with Bleſfinge or with Miſebiefs when 


* *S 


our Heads lie low i in the Duſt. 
SHALL we at then conſider with 


ourſelves, What can we do now to 


| prevent thoſe Miſchiefs, and to entail 
Bleſſings on our Succeſſors? What ſhall 
we do to ſecure Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
and Religion, among the next Genera- 
tion of Men? Have we any Concern 


for the Glory of God in the riſing. 


Ape? Any Solicitude for the Propaga- 


tion of Virtue and Happineſs to thoſe 
who fhall ſtand up in our Stead? Let 


us then hearken to the Voice of GOD 


and Solomon, and we ſhall learn how | 
this may be done: The all-wiſe God 
and the wiſeſt of Men join- to give us 


5 EG, this 


> OS A 


olli he will not depart from-it.. The 
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this Advice; Train ap 4 Ghild in the 


Way that be ſhould go, and when be is 


Senſe of it may be expreſſed; more at 


large in this Propoſition, (via.) Let Chil. 


dren- have a good Education given tbem 
in the younger Parts 'of Life; and this 1s 
the moſt, likely Way to eſtabliſh them in 
Virtue and Piety in tbeir elder Nars. 

In this Diſcourſe I ſhall not enter 


into any Enquiries about the Manage- 


ment of Children in the two or three 
ficſt; Years, of their Life: I. leave that 


tender Age entirely to the Cate of the 


Mother and the Nurſe; yet not with - 


out a Wiſh that ſome wiſer and hap+ 
pier Pen would give Advice or friendly 


Notice to Nurſes and Mothers of what 
they ought to avoid, and. what. they 
ought to do in thoſe early. Seaſons ; 


And indeed they may do much towards 
the future Welfare of thoſe young Buds 


upd. Bloſſoms, thoſe leſſer Pieces: of 


Aae Nane, which are their pro- 


B 2 per 


* 


* 


4 * 
— if 4 ' 
OE 8 Ty 


z INTRODUCTION. 
per Charge. Some of the Seeds of Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs may be conveyed: al- 
moſt into their very Conſtitution be- 
times, by the pious Prudence of thoſe 


who have the Conduct of them: And 


ſome forward Vices may be nipped in 
the very Bud, which in three Veats 


Time might gain too firm a Root in 


their Heart and Practice, and might 
not eaſily be plucked up by all the fol- 
ae Care of their Teachers. 
Bor I begin with Children when 
they can walk and talk, when they 
have learned their-Mother Tongue, 
when they begin to give ſome more 
evident Diſcoveries of their intellectual 
Powers, and are more manifeſtly ca- 
pable of having their Minds formed 
and moulded ing ane Wade 
and Piety. 

Now the firſt. and n univerſal 
Ingredient which enters into the Edu- 

cation of Children, is an Inſtruttion of 
them i in thoſe Thing which are neceſſary 


and 


INTRODUCTION, S 
and.'uſe ful for | them in their Rank and 
Station, and that with Regard to this 
World, and the Morid to come. 

IILIuI r theſe Inſtructions (eſpeci- 
ally ſuch; as relate to this World) by 
the Station and Rank of Lafe in which 
Children are born and placed by the 
Providence of God. Perſons of better 
Circumſtances in the World, ſhould 


give their Sons and their. Daughters a 


much larger Share of Knowledge, and 
a richer Variety of Inſtruction, than 
meaner Perſons. can ot ought. But 
fince every Child that is born into this 
World hath a Body and a Soul, ſince 

its Happineſs or Miſery in this World 

and the next, depends very much upon 
its Inſtructions and Knowledge, it bath 
a Right to be taught by its Parents, 
according to their beſt Ability, ſo much 
as is neceſſary for, its well-being both 
in Soul and Body here and hereafter. 
Ir is true, that the great God our 
Creator hath made us reaſonable Crea 
| B 3 tures : 


6 INTRODUCTION. 
tures: We are by Nature capable of 
learning a Million of Objects: But as 
the Soul comes into the World, it is 
unfurniſhed with Knowledge: We are 
born ignorant of every good and uſeful 
Thing: We know not God, we know 
not ourſelves, we know not what is our 
Duty and our Intereſt, nor where lies 
our Danger: And, if left entirely to 
ourſelves, ſhould probably grow up like 
the Brutes of the Earth; we ſhould 
trifle away the brighter Seaſons of Life 
in a thouſand Crimes and Follies, and 
_ endure the Fatigues and Burdens of it 
ſurrounded with a thouſand Miſeries, 
and at laſt we ſhould 'periſh and die 
without Knowledge or Hope ad we ave 
no Inftr uddors. 

Al our other Powers of Nature, 
- ſuch as the Will and the various Aﬀec- 
tions, the Senſes, the Appetites and 
the Limbs, would become wild Inſtru- 
ments of Madneſs and Miſchief if not 
governed by the Underſtanding: And 
| . the 
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the Underſtanding itſelf would run in- 
to a thouſand Errors, dreadful and per- 
nicious, and would employ all the o- 
cher Powers in Miſchief and Madneſs, 
if it hath not the Happineſs to be in- 
ſtructed in the Things of God and 
Men. And who is there among all our 
Fellow-Creatures ſo much obliged to 
beſtow this Inſtruction on us, as the 
Perſons who, by Divine Providence, 

have been the loſttuments to bring us 
into Life and Being ? It is their Duty 
to give their young Offspring this Be- 
nefit.of Inſttuction as far as they are 
able; or at leaft to provide ſuch In- 
fiructors for them, and to put the Chile 
dren under their Care. 

"Hex let us therefore enquire, ES, 
are the ſeveral Things in which Children 
ſhould be inſtructed? And upon a due 
Survey we ſhall find the moſt important | 
Things which Children ought to learn 
and know are theſe which follow. | 
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R=Z1610N, in, all the Parts of 


it, both what they are lo believe and 
what they are to practiſe, is moſt neceſſa- - 
ry to be taught. I mention this in the 


| firſt Place, not only becauſe it is a 


Matter of the higheſt Importance, and 
of moſt univerſal Concern to all Man- 
kind, but becauſe it may be taught 1 


even in theſe very early Years of Life. 
As ſoon as Children begin to know al- 


moſt any Thing, and to exerciſe their 
Reaſon about Matters that lie within 


the Reach of their Knowledge, they 


may be brought to know ſo much of 
Religion as is neceſſary for their Age 
and States, For Inſtance, | 
1. Youns Children may be taught 
that there is a God, a great and Al- 
mighty God who made them, and who 
N N gives 
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gives them every good Thing. That 
he ſees them every where though they 
cannot ſee him, and that he takes no- 
tice of all their Behaviour. 

2. Turr muſt be told what they 
ſhould do, and what they ſhould avoid, 
in order to pleaſe God, . They ſhould 
be taught in general to know the Dif- 
ference. between Good and Evil, They 
may learn that. it is their Duty to fear, 
and love, and worſhip God, to pray 
to him for what they want, and to 
praiſe him for what they enjoy; to 
obey theit Parents, to ſpeak Truth, and 
to be honeſt and friendly to all Man- 
kind; and to ſet a Guard upon their 
own Appetites and Paſſions. And that 
to neglect theſe Things, or to do any 
Thing contrary to them, i is Fara in 
the Sight of Gd. 

3. Turi Conſciences are Seht 
of receiving Conviction, when they 
have neglected theſe Dories, or broken 
the Commands of God, or of their 


B 5 Parents; 
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Parents ; and they may be made ſenſi- 
ble that the great and holy God, who 
loves the Righteous and beſtows Bleſ- 
ſings upon them, is angry with thoſe 
who have broken his Commands and 
ſinned againſt him, and thetefore that 
they themſelves are become rer to 
bis Diſpleaſure. 


8 Tuxv may be told that —— is 
another World after this; and that 


their Souls do not die when their Bo- 
dies die: That they ſhall be taken up 
into Heaven which is a State of Plea- 
ſure and Happineſs, if they have been 
good and holy in this World : But if 
they have been wicked Children they 
_ muſt go down to Hell, which is a State 
of Miſery and Torment. 

5. You-may alſo inform them that 
though their Bodies die and are buried, 
yet God can and will raiſe them to 


Life again: And that their Body and 


* 1 aviges muſt be made happy or 
miſerable, 
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for them: And that as this Jeſus (brit 
is the only Reconciler between God 
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miſetable, acccording to their „— 
our in this Life. 


6. Tur may be taught that 40 


is no Way for ſuch ſinful Creatutes as 


we are, to be received into God's Fas 


vour, but for the Sake of Jeſus Chrift 


the Son of God, who came down from 
Heaven into our World, and lived a 
Life of pure and perfect Holineſs, and 
ſuffered Death: to reconcile Sinners to 
the Great and Holy God, who is of- 


fended by the Sins of Men; and now 


he lives in Heaven to plead for Mercy 


and Man, fo all their Hope muſt-be 
erg in him. 


7. Tury may be convinced. that 
lies are inclined naturally to do Evil: 


And they ſhould be informed; that it 
is the boly Spirit of God, who muſt cute 
the evil Temper of their own Spirits, 


and make them holy and fit to well 


8 wth _ in Heaven, 


4 8. Tr 


\\ 
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8. Tux ſhould alſo be inſtructed 


to pray to God, that for the Sake of 


F eſus Chriſt the great Mediator or Re- 


conciler, he would pardon their Sins 


paſt, and help them by his Spirit to 
love and ſerve him with Zeal and Faith- 


fulneſs for Time to come: That he 


would beſtow all neceſſary Bleſſings 


upon them in this World, and bring 


them e! at 0 to his ne King- 


dem. 
9. In the laſt a Place; they ſhould be 


informed, that our bleſſed Saviour has 


appointed two Ordinances to be ob- 


ſerved by all his Followers to the End 
of the World, which are uſually 1 


F e 
Tut one is Baptiſm; abt Per- 


finden to be waſhed with Water in 


the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, to ſigniſy their being 


given up to Cbriſt as his Diſciples, or 


Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and as an 
Emblem of that Fority of Heart and 


Yah 9 Life, 


— 
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Life, hi, as ſuch, they muſt aim 
at, and endeavour after. 

Tux other is the Lord's Fang | 
wherein Bread is broken, and Wine is _ 
poured out, and diſtributed to be eaten * 
and drank by Chriſtians in Remem- 
brance of the Body of Chrif, which | 
was put to a bloody Death, as a Sacri- 1 
fice to obtain Pardon for the Sins of 
Men. | : 

Tur firſt of 0 vi. Baptiſm, i is 
but once to be adminiſtred to any Per- . 
ſon; but the laſt, viz, the Lord's Sup- - 
per, is to be frequently performed, to 1 
keep us always in Mind of the Death | 

of Cbriſt, till he comes again from Here 
ven to judge the World. 

'Ta1s is the Sum and Subſtance. of. ths | 
Chriſtian Religion, drawn out into a 
very few plain Articles: And I think 
a Child of common Capacity who. is 
arrived at three or four Years of Age, 
may be taught ſome Part of theſe Ar- 
re and may learn to underſtand 
them 
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them all at ſeven, or eight, or nine; 
at leaſt ſo far as is needful for all his 
own Exerciſes of Devotion and Piety. 
As his Age encreaſes, he may be in- 
ſtructed more at large in the Pripciples 
and Practices of our holy Religion, as 
J ſhall ſhew more ORE: in the 
third Section. 


1 #& 


s E C T. II. 


Tie mo and Improvement of their 
I, Natural Powers, 


A V1 ING demos Rein 

as the principal Thing in which 
Children ſhould be inſtructed, I pro- 
eeed to ſay in the ſecood Place, that 
Children ſhould be taught the true Uſe, 
the Exerciſe and Improvement of their 
natural Powers: And we may for Or- 
der Sake diſtinguiſh theſe into the Po- 
ers of — Body and — of the Mind: 
| No 


f Sect. 2. © of their natural Power 5. "FF 


Now though Nature gives theſe Pow- 


ers and Faculties, yet it is a good Edu- 


cation that muſt inſtruct us in the Ex- 
erciſe and Improvement of them: O- 


ther wiſe like an uncultivated Field they 
will be ever barren and fruitleſs, or pro- 
duce Weeds and Briars inſtead of Herbs 
and Corn. 

Amon the e of the Mind 
which are to be thus cultivated, we 


may reckon the Underſtanding, the Me- 


mory, the Judgment, the Faculty of 


Reaſoning, and the Conſcience. 


I. TEACH them to uſe their Un- 
derſtanding aright. Perſuade them to 
value their Underſtanding as a noble 
Faculty, and allure them to ſeek after 
the. Enrichment of it with a Variety of 


Knowledge. Let no Day eſcape with- 


out adding ſome new Ideas to their Un- 


derſtanding, and giving their young 


on of Things, 


unfurniſhed Minds ſome further Not- 


„ 
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. ALMOST every T bing, is new to a 
Child, and Novelty, will entice them 
onward to new Acquiſitions: Shew | 
them the Birds, the Beaſts, the Fiſhes 
and Inſects, Trees, Herbs, F ruits, and 
all the ſeveral Parts and Properties, of of 
the vegetable and the. animal World: 

Teach them to obſerve the various Oc- 
cutrences in Nature and Providence, 
the Sun, Moon and Stars, the Day: and 
Night, Summer and Winter, the Clouds f 
and the Sky, the Hail, Snow and Ice, 9 
Winds, Fire, Water, Earth, Air, F ields, 
Woods, Mountains, Rivers, &c. Teach | 
them. that the great God made all theſe 
Things, and his Providence governs 
them all. Acquaint a Child alſo, with 
domeſtic Affairs ſo far as is necdful, 

and with the Things t that belong, to the 
civil and the military Life, the Church 
| and the State, with the Works of God 
and the Works of Men. A thouſand 
Objects that ſtrike their Eyes, their 
Ears, and all their Senſes, will furniſh 
out 


. 
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out new Matter for their Curioſity, and 
your Inſtruction. | | 

Tuxkx are ſome Books which are 

| Publiſhed: in the World, wherein a 

Child may be delightfully led into the 
Knowledge of a great Number of theſe 
Things by Pictures, or Figures of Birds, 
Beaſts, Cc. well graven, with their 
Names under them; this will much 
aſſiſt the Labour of the Teacher, and 
add to the Pleaſure of Children i in _ 
daily Learning. 1 
Vo who inſtruct them, ſhould als 
lore their young Curioſity to aſk many 
Queſtions, encourage them in it, and 
gratify their Enquiries, by giving them 
the beſt and moſt ſatisfactory Anſwers 
you can frame, and accommodate all 
your Language to their Capacity. 
SGi them, as far as poſſible, clear 
Ideas of Things, and teach them how 
to diſtinguiſh one Thing from another 
by their different Appearances, by their 
different Properties, and by their differ - 
7 | ent 


FS. 
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ent Effects. Shew them how far ſome. 


Things agree with others, and how far 
they differ from them; and above all 


Things teach them, as far as their 


young Underſtandings will admit, to 


_ diſtinguiſh between Appearances and 


Realities, between Truth and Falſhood, 
between Good and Evil, between Tri- 


fes and Things of Importance; "fot 


theſe are the moſt! valuable Pieces of 
Kmwledge and Diſtinction which can 
be lodged in the young W 
« hilde. 

2. TR Memory is another Faculty 
of the Soul, which /pould be cultivated 


and improved: Endeavour carefully to 
impreſs on their Minds Things of 


Worth and Value. Such are ſhort and 
uſeful, and entertaining Stories, which 
carry in them ſome Virtue recommend - 


ed, ſome Vice ridiculed or puniſhed, 


various human and divine Truths, Rules 
of Piety and Virtue, Precepts of Pru- 
dence, Sc. Repeat theſe Things often 
03 ta 


to them by Day and by Night, tesch 
them theſe Things in Verſe and in 


Proſe, rehearſe them in theit Ears at 
all proper Seaſons, and take Occaſion 
to make them _— en N e 
gere 65 fy 

B n kings 2 in bey 
| kat when they are out of your Sight, 
and take good Care that their Memo- 


ries | be not charged with Trifles and 


idle Trumpery. The Memory is a 
noble Repoſitory or Cabinet of the Soul, 


it ſhould not be filled with Rubbiſh and 


Lumber, Silly Tales and fooliſh Songs, 


the Conundrums of Nurſes, and the 


dull Rhimes that ate ſung to lull Chil- 
dren aſlerp, or to ſooth a froward Hu- 


mour, ſhould be generally forbid to 


entertain thoſe Children where a good 
Education is deſigned. Something more 


may be invented inſtead of theſe Foole- 
ries. If it were poſlible, let a very few 
TPP be lodged in the Memory of 

Children, 
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Children, which they werd Xo: _ 


WI we Menn 305 
Tut Way to ſtrengthen ind up 
the Memory, is to put it upon daily 


Exerciſe. I do not mean that young 
Children ſhould be kept fo cloſe to 


their Book as to be crammed with Leſ- 
ſons all the Day long, and made to re- 
ceive and ſuſtain a heavy Load every 
Hour. The Powers of the Soul (eſpe- 


_. cially ſuch as act in cloſe Concert with 


the Body, and are ſo much aided by 


the Brain) may be overburdened, and 
injured as well as the Limbs: The 
Mind may be perplexed and confound- 
ed, the Head may be overſtrained and 
aveakened,- and the Health impaired in 


Ae deader Vears of Liſe, by an ex- 


979 7 Impoſition on the Memory: 
e: Teachers of Children ſhould have 
- Jowe Prudence to diſtinguiſh their Ages 
and their ſeveral ' Capacities: They 
ſhould know bow to avoid Extremes. 
10 tts! 2 6. i 94 tit! I 
52 Bor 


- 


Ggect. 2. / their natural Powers.” 21 
Burr in general it may be ſaid, that 
tbe Pouers of the Mind, as well as thr ſe © 
of the Body, grow ſironger by a conſtant 
and moderate Exerciſe. Every: Day let 
the Memory of a Child be entruſted 

- withy ſomething new: Every Day let 
ſome Leſſons be learned: And every 
Lord's-Day at leaſt, even in their 
youngeſt Vears, let them learn by Heart 
ſome one Text of Scripture, (chiefly 
that vn which the Miniſter preaches :) 
This will grow up in Time to a conſi- 
detable Treaſure of Scriptutal Know- 
ledge, which will be of ubſpeakable Uſe 
to them in the Chriſtian Life. I have 
known Children, who from their early 
Years have been conſtantly trained up, 
and taught to remember a fe Senten- 
ces of a Sermon, beſides the Text, and 
by this Means have grown up by De- 
grees to know all the diſtinct Parts and 
Branches of a Diſcourſe, and in Time 
to write down half the Sermon after 
they came Home, to their o Con- 
GOIN! -_ -- lawn, 
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ſolation, and the Improvement of their 
Friends: Whereas thoſe who have been 
never taught to uſe their Memories in 
their younger Parts of Life, loſe euery 
Thing from their Thoughts when it is 
paſt off from their Ears, and come 
Home from noble and edifying Diſ- 
courſes, pleaſed (it may be) with the 
tranſient Sound, and commending the 
Preacher, but uninſtructed, unimprov+ 
ed, without any Gg in aden 
or Piety. 


3. Tus Jalgnen is another natural 
Power of the Mind, which ſhould he k- 
erciſed and improved in Children. They 
ſhould be taught to paſs no Judgment 
on Men or Things raſbly or ſuddenly, but 

to with-hold: their Judgment till they 
ſee ſufficient Reaſon to determine them, 
To this End, ſhew them in little com- 
mon Inſtances, how often they are de- 
ceived, when they judge on a Sudden 
without due Conſideration, and how 
olten ey are forced to change their 
Opinions. 


3 


they have found themſelves miſtaken, 
when they have given their Opinions 
too haſtily. This will make them cau- 
tious and afraid of. being ſo raſh either 
in praiſing one Thing, or in n.. 
ing another. 
Tack them to judge not 1 
dy outward Shew and Appearance, | but 


by ſearching Things to the Bottom. Con- 


vince them that every Man who hath 
fine Clothes is not rich ; and that eve- 
ry Man who talks hard Words is not 


wiſe or learned; that every one who 


wears a red Coat is not a Soldier, nor 
is every Perſon good-humoured who 
ſpeaks very complaiſant Things in 
Company. Take frequent Occaſion to 
ſhew them how much they will be 
miſtaken, if they judge immediately by 
outward Appearances of Things. 
TrII them that they muſt not judge 


of Things by Cuſtom, nor by the common 


Opinions of tbe Multitude, nor -by the 
Practices 
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Opinions. Put them in Mind how foon 
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24 The Exerciſe and Improvement Sect. 2. 
Practices of the Rich and the Great: 
For all theſe Things may deceive them: 
But that they muſt judge of Things 
merely by Reaſon, except in Matters 
of Religion, and there they muſt judge 

rather by Scripture or the Word of God. 

Let them know that Cuſtoms change 
and alter, and the Cuſtoms of one Age 
or of one Nation differ greatly from 
thoſe of another ; but that the Nature 
and the Reaſon of Things is ſtill the 


fame, and that Scripture is the con- 
ſtant and unchangeable Rule of our 


Religion. 
To confirm this let 8 be infor- 


5 ap that it was the Cuſtom of our 


' Anceſtors in Eng land, and it is now the 
Cuſtom in France and Spain, to ſay 
their Prayers in Latin, and to worſhip 
Images: But it is a finful Cuſtom, tho 
all the Multitudes of the common Peo- 
ple agree in it, and though the Great 
and the Rich practiſe it alſo, Nor is our 
. preſent en in Great Britain, of © 


Nie praying 
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praying in Eagle and Ae no 
Images, to be eſteemed the right Way 
of Worſhip becauſe it is the Cuſtom of 
the Nation, but becauſe it is agreeable 
to the Word of God, which forbids us | 
to worſhip Images, ot to pray in an 5 
unknown Tongue. 
TAk every Occaſion to 89210 0 ah 
againſt Prejudices, and paſſing a Judg- 9 
ment on Men or Things upon infulf 1 
cient Grounds. | 88 1 
4. Tur reaſoning Powers of the Mind 1 
ſhould be cultivated and improved in Chil- i 
dren, This is very near a-kin to the 
former, and therefore I ſhall" be N 
."bnet nere. a 
W Children give you 
their Opinions of any Thing, aſk them 
to give you alſo the Reaſon why they 
are of that Opinion: Whenſoever they 
deſire or wiſh for any Thing, or lex 
an Averſion to it, enquire what is se 
Reaſon of their Deſire or Averſion: 
When they bave done "any hy, of 
enn 


. 
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their own Will, alk. wo the Reaſon | 
| by they Aid it. And when you do 
— nr * that is for their good, Abew 
\ xhem.the Reaſqn why-you do it, and 
convince them that it was fit and ne- 
ceſfary to be done, though. perbaps it 

was not ſo pleaſing to them. 
By calling their young Reaſon thus 
into Exerciſe, vou will teach them 
| Wiſdom betimes: You, will awaken 
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lead them to a rational and manly Con- 
duct in their childiſh Vears; By this 
Means alſo you will have a F 'oundation' 
for Argument to work upon their ten- 
der Minds, to perſwade them to their 
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Duty, and to ſave them from Miſchief. 

But if their reaſoning . Powers be neg- 

er iy you, will train them up like the 
Phone and tbe Mule who have no Under- 
20 Sanding They will grow like Brutes 


an the Shape of Men, and Reaſon will 
444 have but little Power over them! in the 
| ** Parts of Life. 
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F. Coxscix her is another natural 
Power of the Soul, wherein the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue, and Rales uf Duty 
to God and Man are to be laid up: 
It is ſomething wirhin us chat calls us 
to Account for our Faults, and by which 

we paſs a Judgment CI our- 
ſelves and all our Actions. u 


CI DREN — within 
them, and it ſhould be awakened-eaHH e 
to its Duty. They ſhould be taught 
to reflect and look back upon their oun 
Behaviour, to call themſelves often to 
Account, to compate their Deeds with 
theſe good Rules and Prineiples laid up 
in their Minds, and to ſee how far they 
chave complied with them, and how far 
they have neglected them! Parents 
ſhould teach their Children to: pay a re- 
ligious Reſpect to the inward Dictates 
- of Virtue within them; to examine their 
Actions continually by the Light of 
their own Conſciences, and to crrjoοẽ,ñ 
when they can approve themſelyes to 
C2 their 


28 The Exerciſe and Improvement Sect. 2. 
their own Minds, that they have acted 
well according to the beſt of their 

Knowledge: They ought alſo to attend 
to the inward Reproofs of Conſcience, 

and mourn, and be aſhamed, and re- 
pent, when they have ſinned againſt 
their Light. It is of admirable Uſe to- 
ward all the Practices of Religion and 
every Virtue, to have Conſcience well 
ſtored with good Principles, and to be 
always kept tender and watchful; it is 
proper that Children ſhould learn to re- 
- verence and obey this inward. Monitor 
betimes, that every wilful Sin may give 
their | Conſciences a ſenſible Pain and 

Uneaſineſs, and that they may be diſ- 

poſed to ſacrifice every Thing elſe to 

Conſiderations of Conſcience, and to 

endure any Extremities rather than act 

eit %% !t. | 

I PROCEED in the next Place to con- 

ſider the ſeveral Powers of the Body, 

which ought: to be regulated and ma- 
ea by the 920 * of Chil- 
dren 


< 
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dren in their younger Years. Now as 
the God of Nature has given Children 
Eyes, and Tongues, and Feet, and 
Arms, and Hands, it is expedient that. 
Parents ſhould teach their Children 1 
1 . Uſe of them. 


1. Tux God of Nature hath TROY 


thern Eyes. Let their Parents teach 


them to uſe theſe Eyes aright. Would 


it be amiſs in me here to give a Hint 


or two of this Kind? May not Chil- 
dren be warned againſt a ſtaring Look, 
againſt ſtretching their Eye-lids into a 


Glare of Wildneſs? May they not be 


forbid to look aſide on any Object in a 

ſquinting Manner, when their Faces 
are turned another Way ? Should they 
not be inſtructed to look directly with 
their Face turned to the Thing they 
look at? May they not be taught with 


due Courage to look in the Face of the 


Perſon they ſpeak to, yet with a hum- 
ble modeſt Aſpect as befits a Child? A 
| e becoming 
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becoming Courage, and a e 
ee dwell much in dle Ee. 


moniſhed ey aſide a gloomy ads, 
frowning. Look, a ſcowling Air, an un- 


eaſy and forbidden Aſpect. They 
ſhould be taught to ſmooth the Ruffles 


of their Brow, and put on a lively 


pleaſing and chearful Countenance a- 


mong their Friends: Some there are 
who have all theſe Graces by Nature, 
but thoſe who have them not, may be 


corrected and ſoftened by the Care of 
| Ann in Hike Leard 7). 


* 7] a a . ou 
n by the "Way, 


| that a Gloomineſs of Aſpe& does 'not always a- 


riſe from a Malignity of Temper, but ſometimes 


from Fear of diſpleaſing, and incurring Reproof? 


and is therefore often. to be removed by ſpeaking 
kindly to Children, and encouraging them with 
Expreſſions of Candor and Tendernefs.” To 
know how in ſuch Caſes to divert a Child, and 


make him chearful and happy in the Company 


of a Parent, is none of the _ important Cares 


of Education, 
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2. LET Parents teach Children t to uſe b 
their To ongues. properly and agrecably; 


not only to ſpeak, but to pronounee 
their Words plain and diſtinct. Let 
them be inſtructed to keep due and 
proper Diſtances between their Words 
and Sentences, and not ſpeak i in a ſwift 
Hurry, with a Tumult of Syllables and 
Clutter upon their Lips,” which will 
ſound like a foreign Gibberiſh, and ne- 
ver be underſtood.” ' Nor: ſhould they 
drawl out their Words in a flow long 
Tone, which i is equally ungraceful and and 
dis reeable. eee ee 

Tura RE are two other e common Fault 
in Speaking, and where they are found 
they ſhould be cotrefied how in Chil- 
dren. | 

Tux one is Liſping, which | is a Pl 
nunciation of the Letter'S' or Z or C 


before E and I, as though i it were . 


Thus inſtead of Spice they cry 7 bpithe, 


Inſtead of Ceaſe they fay T heathe.' This | 


muy be cured by teaching them to pro- 
C4 _ ' mnounce 
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. 5 , 


- ; 2 The Exerciſe and. ; SI bs 2. 
nounce a few. ſuch. Words as theſe, 
where the Sound of the Letter 8 pre- 
voails, with their Teeth ſhut cloſe: And 
by forbidding, them to put their Tongue. 
between their, Tecth at any Time, ex- 
cept when (ch) is to be pronounced. 
Tur other Fault is Stammering, 
which I ſuppoſe may be commonly 
prevented or cured by teaching Chil- 
dren not to ſpeak much, and to ſpeak 
flow always; and they ſhould be warn- 
ed. againſt all Anger or Haſtineſs, or 
Eagerneſs of Spirit; for ſuch a Tem- 
per will throw out their Words faſter 
dhan the Organs of Speech can accom- 
modate themſelves to form the Sylla- 
bles, and thus bring a Hurry and Con- 
fuſion into their Speech: And they 
mould alſo gain a good Degree of Cou- 
rage, or becoming; Aſſurance, and not 
ſpeak with much Concern or Fear; for 
Fear will ſtop the Organs of Speech, and 
hinder the Formation of Words. 


Bur 
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Bur I inſiſt no longer: on the Ule of 


| the Tongue in Speaking. | 
3. As God hath given them Res 
bi Patents teach them to ſtand firm and 


ſtrong, and to walk in a becoming and 


decent Manner, without wadling from 
Side to Side, without turning either or 
both of their Feet inward, without lit- 
, [tle Jerks in their Motion, or long 
Strides, or any of thoſe Aukwardneſſes 
which continue with many Perſons -to 
old Age, for want of having theſe Ir- 
regularities corrected when they were 
young. Children ſhould be indulged 
in their Sports, ſometimes in running 
ſwiftly, and in leaping where there is 


no Danger, in order to exerciſe their 


| Limbs, and make them pliant and 


nimble, ſtrong and active, on all O- 


caſions. 


As to their Arms and Hands, they 
were formed, not to lie folded in the 


Boſom, but to be engaged in ſome uſe» 


ſul Work; and ſometimes, with due 
C's Mode- 
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Moderation, in robuſt and hardy Ex- 
erciſe and Toil ; not fo as to over- ſtrain 


their Joints, but to acquire Firmneſs of 
Strength by Exerciſe, 


Axp more eſpecially they who are 
to get their Bread by their Hands ſhould 
be inured to toilſome and vigorous La- 
bours almoſt from their Infancy : They 
mould be accuſtomed to work in Heat 
and Cold, ant to bear rougher Exet- 
ciſes and Fatigues of Body, that they 
may be fit to endure Hardſhips, and 
go through "thoſe Difficulties which 
their Station of Life may eall them to 
without any Injury or Tncotwenience. 
And it is defirable, that the Sons of all 
Families Thould be in ſome Degree in- 
ured to ſuch Difficulties as theſe, which 


Men of all Ranks are 8 55 en | 


to incounter. . J 

Ir ſome fond and tender Nochern | 
had brought up their Children in this 
hardy Manner, they had not now, in 
bl human TURED, been mourning 
over 


* 
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over their Graves, In their younger 


7 Years, they would ſcarce let them ſet 
the Sole of their Foot to the Ground, 


nor ſuffer the Wind to blow upon them: 


Thus they grew. up in a State of Ten- 


derneſs and Infirmity, fick y and feeble 


Creatures: A ſudden Jie or a Cold 
ſized them ; their atUres,. | ry 

were neyer acculto 5 to bear 5 

ſhip, were unable t 5155 th e nemy 3 
2 Feyer kipgled in th cir. or a 
Catarrh, or Cough, injured 1925 e 
and early buried t their Parents H pes in 
the Duſt. 

Tavs 1 have finiſhed the ſecond ge- 
neral Head of Infirudtion, I, e. Childre 
| Gould be inſtructed to exerc e and im- 


"30 5 


'OF! 


grove their natural Powers bot] of M; nd 


and. Body: And this is one neceſlary | 
Part of a good Education, which Fa- 
. vents. and other Teachers | ſhould. 33 


to betimes, 
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See Government: 


| Curtoz [ould be M bp in 
the Art of Self- Government. They 
ſhould be taught, (as far as poſlible) to 
govern their Thoughts : To uſe their 
Wills to be determined by the Light of 
their Under/flandings, and not by head- 
ſtrong and fooliſh Humor; they ſhould 
learn to keep the lower Powers of Na- 
ture under the Command of their Rea- 
fon: They ſhould be inſtructed to re- 
gulate their, Senſes, their 1 | 
their Appetites and their Paſſions. - 
it be obſerved, that I ſpeak of ha 
Things! in this Place, not as a Part of 
Religion, though they are an important 
Part of it, but give it as a Direction 
exceeding uſeful to all the Purpoſes of 
human Life i 185 this World. 
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aui be brought under early Govern= 
ment. Children ſhould be taught, as 
far as poſſible, to keep their Thoughts - 
-and Attention fixed upon what is their 
proper Buſineſs; and to with-hold them 
from roving and wandering away from 
the Work in which they are engaged. 
Many Children have ſuch wild flutter- 
ing Fancies, that they will not be ea» 
fily confined to fix upon one Object for 
any conſiderable Time: Every flying 


Feather, every Motion of any Perſon or 


Thing that is near them, every Sound 
or Noiſe, or Shadow, calls them away 
from their Duty. When they ſhould 
employ their Eyes on their Book, or 
their Work, they will be gazing at e- 
very Thing beſides their Taſk; they 
muſt rife often to the Window to ſee = 
what paſſes abroad, when their Buſineſs 
lies within. 
Tus volatile en if not gently 
altered, and wiſely correcked in carly 


I n 
* 
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| Years; will have an unhappy Influence 
10 binder them for ever, from attain- 
ing any great Excellence i in whatſoever 
Buſineſs they undertake, - Children | 
hould be taught therefore to call i in 
their wandering Thoughts, and bind 
them to the Work in Hand, till they 
have gone through it and finiſhed it. 
Ver this Sort of wandering F olly 
fhould- not be e ſeverely in 
young Childrep, nor ſhould it be ſub- 
dued with Violence by too cloſe and 
rigorous a Confinement to many lang 
Hours of Labour or Study in that early 
and tender Part of Life; ſuch a Con- 
duct might break or overwhelm an AC 
tive and ſprightly Genius, and deſtroy 
all thoſe Seeds of Curioſity, which pro- 
miſe well for. maturer Years : But pro- 
per and agreeable Methods ſhould be 
uſed to perſwade and incline the young 
| Learner, to attend to his preſent Em- 
ployment. It is far better to fix the 
ee e da by Hire 
by . 


- 


- 


by Severity: But ſome Way or other, 
it ought. to be endeavoured, at leaſt i in 
a a good Degree. | | 
Tus Fixedneſs of the Mind ts ac- 
| r Powers, is not only of great Ser- 
vice to attain uſeful Knowledge, or to 
learn any Buſineſs in common Life, but 
it is of conſiderable Advantage in Re- 
ligion, in Attendanee on Divine Wor- 
ſhip, either Prayer, Preaching or Me- 


_ ditation,/ where: the Mind is ſubject to 


a thouſand Diſtractions for want of be- 
ing taught to fix the Attention in 
younger Vears. Perſons who have well 
learned the Art of governing their 
- Thoughts, can purſue a Train of Think- 
ing, while they walk through. the 
Streets of London, nor will the Noiſe + 
and Hurry of that buſy Place, break 
the Thread of their Meditations-. A 
happy Attainment this, and ⁴ _ 
which but few arrive at! 

2. CniLDren ſhould be aifo- "SE 
ſtructed to govern their Inclinations ani 


: | | * | 
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Wiſhes, and to determine their Wills 


and their Choice of Things, not by 
Humor and wild Fancy, but by the 


Dictates of Reaſon. Some Perſons even 
in their mature Vears, can give no o- 
ther Account why they chooſe and de- 


termine to do this or that, but becauſe 


they have a Fancy for it, and they will 


do it. 7 will becauſe I will, ſerves in- 


fiead of all other Reaſons. And in the 
fame Manner they manage their Re- 


fuſal or Diſlike of any Thing, I hate 


to do this Thing ; I will not go to this 
Place, nor do that Work; I am reſolved 
againſt it; and all from mere Humor, 


This is a Conduct very unbecoming a 
reaſonable Creature; and this Folly 


ſhould be corrected betimes in our early 
Parts of Life, ſince God has given us 
Underſtanding and Reaſon to be the 
Guide of our Reſolutions, and to direct 


our Choice and all our Actions. 


3. APPETITE is another Thing 


which Should be 1 under frid Gaverns 
ment, 


'Y 
g 


- 
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ment, and Children ſhould 1 pA ght 


betimes to reſtrain it. That of the Taft 


is the firſt Thing that gets the Aſcen- 
dant in our younger Years, and a Guard 
ſhould be ſet upon it early, What an 


unbecoming Thing is it for Children 


to be craving after every Diſh that 
comes to a Table? And this they will 
generally do, if they have never been 
taught to bridle their craving. They 


muſt eat of all the Pickles and Sauces, 3 


and high ſeaſoned Meats, and görge 
themſelves with a Medley of inconfiſt. 


ent Dainties; and without , any Re- 


ſtraint, leſt little Maſter ſhould be fro- 
ward, or leſt Mzſs ſhould grow out of 
Humor with her Dinner. How often 


do they make a foul Inroad on their - 
Health by Exceſs of Eating, being 


tempted further than Nature requires, 


by every luſcious. Bit which is within 
their Sight? How frequently doth this 


Indulgence vitiate their Stomach, ruin 
their Conſtitution, weaken the Springs 


\ 


of 
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of Nature, and deſtroy the powers of 
animal Life betimes? How many 


Graves are filled, and Funeral Vaults 


crowded with little Carcaſes, which 


have been brought to untimely Death, 
by the fooliſh Fondneſs of a Parent or 


a Nurſe, giving the young Creatures 
Leave to eat every Thing they deſire? 
Or if they happen by Strength of Con- 
ſtitution to ſurvive this Peſtilence, how 
often do they grow up young Gluttons, 


andiplace their Happineſs i in the Satis- 


| faction of the Taſte ? They are deaf to 
all the Rules of Virtue and Abſtinence 


all their Lives, becauſe they were ne- 
yer taught to deny theinſelves When 

they were young. O it is a mean and 
ſhameful Thing to be a slave to our 
Taſte, and to let this brutal A ppetite 


ſubdue Reaſon, and govern the Man, 


But, if Appetites muſt be Sratified in 


the Child, they will grow ſtrong in 
ng the Years of Youth, and a Thouſand 


to 


1 , " R 


* = * 
0 
n 
2 - : 5 * fa . K £54. mim 
n a N en nnr. kN % 
4 — E * 1 Ne 4 


dect. 3. Self; Gavernment., 43 
tp, ane, buf: ex er dünn Men 21 
SAO 2; "Notts + 

+7 Lr but fond Phan, 6532 theis 
little Offspring, and indulge their-Chil- 
dten to ſip Wine frequently, and they 
will generally grow up to the Love of 
it long before Nature needs it; and by 
this Means they will imagine Drams 
are daily neceſſary for their Support, by 
that Time they are arrived at the Age 
of Man or Woman. Thus Nature is 
ſoon burnt up, and Life pays for tbe 
deadly Draught. The Foundation of 
much Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, of 
many Diſeaſes that ariſe from Intempe- 
range, and of many an untimely Death, 


> is laid in the Nurſery. no . 09 H 


AN Exceſs of Niceneſs i in Pleofing the 
Palate; i is a fooliſh and dangerous Hu- 
mor, which; ſhould never be encou- 
raged by Parents, ſince the plaineſt 


Food is moſt healthful for all-Perſong, 


but eſpecially for Children: And in 


05 1 * ſhould be under the 
Conduct 
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Conduct of their Elders, and not always 
chooſe for themſelves. This Conduct 
and Diſcipline will train them up to 
Virtue and Self-Denial, to Temper- 
ance and Frugality, to a Reliſh of plain 
and wholeſome Food, to the Pleaſures 
of active Health, and to a firm and 
chearful old Age. 


Tu Indulgence of a nice Ane 
in Children, is not only the Reaſon why 
they are ſo often Sick, but at the fame 
Time it makes them fo humorous and 
queamiſh, that they can ſcarce be per- 
ſwaded to ſwallow a Medicine which 
is neceifary for their Recovery. What 
a long tedious and tireſome Buſineſs is 
it to wait on ſome Children whole 
Fours together, while all the ſoft Per- 
ſwafions and Flatteries of a Mother 
cannot prevail with them to take a nau- 
ſeous Spoonful, or a bitter Bolus, tho 
their Life may ſeem to depend on it? 
They have been taught to make an I- 
dol of their Taſte, and even in the View 


F . 
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and Peril of Death, 8 can e be 
. petſwaded to affront their Idol, and 
diſpleaſe their Palate with a Draught, 
or even a Pill, which diſguſts it. 

Turkr are other Appelites (if I. may fo 
f call them) beſide that of the Tae, which 
Children are ready to indulge too far, if | 
| not limited and corrected by the Wiſdom 


of their Patents. Weir Eyes are never 


| ſatisfied : with Seeing, nor their Ears with 
Hearing. Some young Perſons cannot 
hear of a fine Show but they muſt needs 


ſee it: Nor can they be told of a Con- 
cert of Muſick, but they muſt needs 


hear it, though it creates an Expence 
beyond. their Circumſtances, and may 
enavger their Health or their Virtue. 


I conress freely that I would re- 


commend. the Sight of uncommon. 
Things in Nature or Art, in Govern- 


ment civil or military, to the Curioſity 
of Youth. If ſome ſtrange wild Beaſts 


or Birds are to be ſhown, if Lions and 


Eagles, Oſtriches and Elephants, Peli- 
4, cans 


. Sec. 3. 
5 cans or Nabe role i are brovgllt into 
our Land, if an ingenious Model F 


Salomons Temple, or ſome nice and 
admirable Clock-work, Engines, or 


"moving Pictures, &c. be made a Spec- 


tacle to the Ingenious, if a King be 


crowned, or a publick Triumph pro- 


ceed through t the Streets, when an Ar- 
my is reviewed by a Prince, when an 
Ambaſſador makes a public Eülry, or 


when there is a publick * Trial of Cri- 


minals before a Judge, 1 vel readily 
allow thele Sights are, wort thy. of the 
"Attendance of the younger Parts of 
Mankind, once at "leaſt, hrs it may 


be done with Safety, Tp without too 


great Hazard or Expence. "Moſt of 
theſe are Things which are not often 
repeated. and it is fit that the Cortofity 
of the Eyes would be 1⁰ far pratified 
as to give People once in their Lives 
an Opportunity of knowing whit theſe 
"Things are, that teit Minds may be 
"furhifhed "with "uſeful" Ideds f the 
. 
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World of Nakdre or Art, and Wil ſome 


Notion of the great and uncommon 
Scenes and Appearances of the Civil 
Life. Bot for Children to haunt 70705 
publick Sf 85 pectacle, to attend With Con- 


"Nancy every Lord-Mayor's Show, to 


ſeize every Opportunity. of repeating 
theſe Sights, ſuffering nothing to eſcape 


them that may pleafe their Senſes, and 
this, tos 5 without | any Regard. to 


their Religion, their Virtue, or their 


2 *- 4 


Health, this is a Vanity which ought 


to be reſtrained by thoſe to whom God 


; and Nature hath committed the Cate 


of their Inſtruction, and who have a 
juſt and natural Authority over them. 
But of this and ſome other Subjects a- 
kin to it, I may have Occaſion to ſpeak 


| more in the following Parts of this Diſ- 


courſe, when J profeſſedly treat on the 
Article of Reſtraint. | 


'Tavs I have ſhown how 185 Appe⸗ 


tites and Inclinations of Children ſhould | 


be put under Diſcipline, and how they 


Sel W Sect. 3. 


| may be taught Self- Government i in this 5 
Reſpect. * HERS | 
4. Tux Paſſions | or c Aﬀettions are ebe 
laſt Thiog which I ſhall mention: 
Theſe appear very early in Children to 
want a Regulation and Government. 
They love and bate too raſhly, and with 
too much Vehemence; they grieve and 
rejoice too violently and on the ſudden, 
-and that for mere Trifles ; their Hopes 
and Fears, their Defires and their A. 
wer ſions, are preſently raiſed to too high 
a Pitch, and upon very flight and in- 
ſufficient Grounds, It becomes a wiſe 
Parent to watch over theſe young Emo- 
tions of their Souls, and put in a Word 
of prudent Caution as often as they ob- 
ſerve theſe Irregularities. | 
Lr Children be taught early that 
the little Things for which they are ſo 
Tealous, for which they grieve or rejoice 
ſo impetuouſly, are not worthy of theſe 
Affections of their Souls; ſhew them 
the Folly of being 10 one of their Tri- 
LE e 
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ect. 3. Se/ Government. 49 
les, and of vexing and growing fretful 
for the Loſs of them. Inform them 

what a Happineſs it is to have few De- 
fires and few. Aver/jons,: for this will 
preſerve them from a Multitude of Sor- 
rows, and keep their Temper always 
ſerene and calm: Perſwade them never 

» to raiſe their Hopes very high of Things 
in this World, and then they will ne- 

ver meet with great Diſappointments. 
Teach them Moderation in all theſe 
Workings of their Spirits, and inform 
them that their Paſſions ſhould never 
be laid out thus on Objects which do 


not deſerve them, nor riſe higher than 
the Occaſion requires. 


Track baſhful and timorous Chil- 
dren that they need be aſhamed of no- 
thing but what is Evil; that they ſhould 
fear God in the firſt Place, and ſerve g 
him, and then they need not be afraid 4 
of Men, or of any Thing that threatens 4 
Miſchief to them; for the Almigh. 
God will be mor Friend and Defence. 
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Fo _ Self-Government, Sect. 3. 
Engage their Fear and their Love in 
the firſt Place on God, the moſt pro- 
per and ſupreme Objea of them; let 
their Hopes, their Joys, and their Sor- 
rows, as ſoon as poſſible, be tinctured 
with Religion: Set their young Aﬀec- 
tions at work on the moſt needful and 
important Objects of them in early 
Life, and this will have a ſweet and 
powerful Influence on the better Re- 
gulation of them with regard to all ſen- 

fible Things. 
* ABov all, let them know that they 
muſt govern their Anger, and not let 
it break out on every ſlight Occaſion. 
It is Anger that is eminently called 
Paſſion among Children, and in the 
Language of common Life, This 
therefore ſhould eminently have a con- 
ſtant Guard ſet upon it. Shew them 
how unreaſonable and unmanly a Thing 
it is, to take Fire at every little Pro- 
vocation: How honourable and glori- 
ous to forgive an Injury; how much 
3 5 like 
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3 
Uke God, and like che beſt of Men; 
Let them know what Solomon would 
inform them, that the Patient in Spirit 
is better than the Proud in Spirit: That 
be that is /low to Anger is better than 
- the Mighty, and be that ruletb bis Spi- 


ritt letter than he that taketh @ City, 


Teach them to put away their little 
Quarrels and Reſentments, and to for- 
get and bury them in Love. Let them 
be put in Mind that though Auger may 
happen to riſe a little in a good Man, 
yet it res or abides only in the Beſom 
of a Fool; and therefore they ſhould 
never grow- ſullen, vr let the Sun 89 
down upon their Wrath. 

Tux Occaſions of Childiſh Reſents 
ment, and the rifiogs of Anger, are 
ready to return often, and therefore 
they ſhould often have ſuch Warniags 
given them, and ſuch Inſtructions re- 
peated. Tell them how lovely a Thing 
it is to be meek and free from Paſſion, 
and how much ſuch Children are be- 
D 2 loved 
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32 CFelf-Government, Sed z. 
loved of all: Inſtruct them how much 


it tends to their own Peace, to ſuffer 


nothing to ruffle and diſcompoſe them: 


And when their little Hearts are ready 
to ſwell again, and grow big within 
them, and their Wrath takes ſudden 
Fite, put in ſome pretty ſoft Word to 
cure the Return of this inward Swel- 
ling, to quench the new Flame that is 
kindling in their Boſom, and to aſſwage 
the riſing Storm. Teach them by De- 
grees to get an habitual Conqueſt over 


this Diſorder of Nature in Youth, and 


you will lay a Foundation for their 


Deliverance, from a thouſand Miſchiefs 
in the following Years ne: * of 


Life. * 

Tuls ſhall ſaffice for the third Head 
of Infiruftion, which relates to Se. 
Government : I have dwelt the longer 


upon it, becauſe it is of ſo great and 


evident Importance towards the Eaſe 
and Happineſs of Life, as well as ſo 


conſiderable a Part of Religion; and 


* Men 
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Men can hardly ever get ſo ſueceſsful 
a Victory over themſelves, unleſs they 
at wr g 8 are Children. c 


E E CT. IV. 


The common Arts of 8 and. 
5 1 n 

HE Ab! Thing! t that I thall 

mention as a Matter of Inſtrue- 
tion for Children, is the common Arts 
of Reading, Spelling and Writing. 
WXòITIN is almoſt a divine Art, 
whereby Thoughts may be communi- 
cated without a Voice, and underſtood 
without Hearing: To theſe I would 
add ſome ſmall Knowledge of Arith. 
metick or Accounts, as the Practice of 
it is in a Manner ſo univerſal in our 
Age, that it does almoſt neceſſarily be- 
1 to a tolerable Education. 
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54 We common Arts of Sei 4. 
Tun Knowledge of Letters is ont 
of the greateſt Bleſſings that ever God 
beſtowed on the Children of Men: By 
this Means Mankind are enabled to 
preſerve the Memory of Things done 
in their own Times, and to lay up a 
rich Treaſure of Knowledge * all 
ſucceeding Generations. 

By the Art of Reading v we lin a 
thouſand Things whichour Eyes can ne- 
ver ſee, and which our own Thoughts 
would never have reached to: We are 
inſtructed by Books in the Wiſdom" of 
antient Ages; we learn what our An- 
ceſtors have ſaid and done, and enjoy 
the Benefit of the wife and judicious 
Remarks which they have made thro” 
their whole Courſe of Life, without 
the Fatigue of their long and painful 
Experiments. By this Means, Chil 
 Qren'may be led, in a great Meaſure, 

into the Wiſdom of old Age. It is by 
the Art of Reading that we can ſit at 
Home, and — ——— what has 


* * 3 4 ; been 


Set. 4. Reading and Writing.” 55 
been done in the diſtant Parts of the 
World. 'The Hiſtories and the Cuſ- 
toms of all Ages and all Nations, are 
brought, as it were, to our Doors. By 
this Art we are let into the Knowledge 
of the Affairs of the Jews, the Greeks, 
and the Romans, their Wars, their Laws, 
and their Religion; and we can tell 
what they did in the Nations of Eu- 
rope, Afia and Africa, above a ee 
Vears ago. | . 
Bur the greateſt Bleſſing that we 
derive from Reading, is the Know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, wherein 
God has conveyed down to us the Diſ- 
coveties of his Wiſdom, Power and 
Grace, through. many paſt Ages, and 
Whereby we attain the Knowledge of 
Cbriſt, and of the Way of Salvation by 
a Mediator. | 
Ir muſt be confeſſed hazel former — 5 

Ages, before Printing was invented, 
the Art of Reading was. not ſo; com- 
mon even in polite Nations, becauſe 
Tos ITS D 4 Books 
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Books were much more coſtly, ſince 
they muſt be all written with a Pen, 


and were therefore hardly to be obtain- 


ed by the Bulk of Mankind: But ſince 
the Providence of God has brought 
Printing into the World, and Know- 
ledge is fo plentifully diffuſed through 


our Nation at ſo cheap a Rate, it is a 


Pity that-any Children ſhould be born 
and brought up in Great-Britain with- 


out the Skill of Reading; and eſpecial- 


Jy ſince by this Means, every one may 
ſee with his own Eyes, what God re- 


- quires of him in order to eternal * 
paineſs. 


Tur Art of Writing alſo is fo ex- 
ceeding uſeful, and is now grown fo 
very common, that the greateſt Part of 
Children may attain it at an eaſy Rate: 
By this Means we communicate our 
"Thoughts, and all our Affairs to our 
Friends, at never fo great a Diſtance : 
Me tell them our Wants, our Sorrows, 
and our Joys, and intereſt them in our 

Conners 
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Sed. 4. Reading and Writing, $7 || 
Concerns as though they were near us. 
We maintain Correſpondence and Traf- "of | 
fick with Perſons in diſtant Nations, 1 
and the Wealth and Grandeur of Great 9 
By the Art ef Writing we treaſure up. 

all Things that concern us in a ſafe 

Repoſitory; and as often as we pleaſe, 
by conſulting our Paper. Records, me . - | 
renew. our Remembrance of Things | 
that relate to this. Life, or the Life to = 
come: And why ſhould any of the , 
Children of Men be debarred from ths : 
Privilege, if it may be attained at a 
cheap and caſy Rate, without intrench- 
ing upon other Duties of Life, and 
without omitting any more neceſſary 
Buſineſs that N belong to theit Sta- 3 
tion. pole dave { as: „„ 
ye bier add 4 alſo, true Seel. | 5 
ling. is ſuch a Part of. Knowledge _— 4 
Children ought to be acquainted With, 
fince.it is a Matter of Shame and. Ri- ov 
dene in ſo polite an Age as ours, When 3 
D; Perſons 4 
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der to take a true Survey, and make a 
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8 menen A e Keck. 
Perſons who have learned to handle the 


Pen, cannot write three Words toge- 


ther without a Miſtake or Blunder, and 


when they put Letters together in ſuch 
an aukward and ignorant Manner, that 
it is hard to make Senſe Privy or 70 


tell what they mean. 


' ARITHMETTCK, or this ue Num 
bers, is, as was obſerved before, to be 
reckoned alſo a neceſſary Part of a good 
Education, Without ſome Degrees of 
this Knowledge, there is indeed no 


Traffick among Men. And eſpecially 


it is more needful at preſent, ſince the 
World deals much more” upon Truſt 
and Credit, than it did in former 
Times; and therefore the Art of keep- 
ing Accounts is made, in ſome Mea- 


| ſure, neceſſary to Perſons even in mean- 


et Stations of Life, below the Rank of 
Merchants or great Traders. A little 
Knowledge of the Art of Accounts is 
alſo needful, in ſome meafure, in or- 


Juſt 


Set. 4. Reading and Writing 59 
juſt Judgment of the common Expen- 


ces of a, Perſon or a Family: But this 
Part of Learning, in the various De- 
grees of it, is more or leſs uſeful and 
needful, according to the different Sta- 
tions and Buſineſſes for which Children 
are deſigned. | 


As the Sons of a Family ſhould be 5 


educated in the Knowledge of Writing, 
Reading, Spelling and Accounts, ſo nei- 

ther ſhould the Daughters be trained 

up without them. Reading is as need- 
ful for one Sex as the other: Nor 
ſhould Girls be forbid to handle the 
Pen, or to caſt up a few Figures, fince 
it may be very much for their Advan- 
tage, in almoſt all Circumſtances of 
Life, except in the very loweſt Rank 
of Servitude, or hard Labour. And I 
beg Leave here to intreat the female 
Vouth, eſpecially thoſe of better Cix- 
cumſtances in the World, to maintain 
their Skill in Writing which they have 
already learned, by taking every Occa- 


lion 
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ſion to exerciſe it: And 1 would fain 
petſwade them to take Pains in ac- 
QJuainting themſelves with rrue Spelling, 
the want of which, is one Reaſon why 


many of them are aſhamed” to write; 


and they are not aſhamed to own and 
declare this, as though it were a juſt 
and ſufficient Excuſe for neglecting and 
_ the Uſe of the Pen. 
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Of a Trade or Epi. 


N a 10 Eduestion 10 i required 
alſo that Children, in the common 
Ranks of Life, be brought up to the 
Knowledge of fome proper Buſineſs or 
Employment for their Lives; ſome Trade 


or. Traffiick, Artiſice or Manufacture, 


dy which they may ſupport their Ex- 
ences, and procure for themſelves the 
Neceffurics of Life, and by which they 


| rok | may 


bd 


gect. 5. Of 4 Trade br Employment," 6? 2 
to provide for thei: 


may be enabled 
Families in due Time. In ſome of 
the Exaflern Nations, even Perſons. of 
higheſt Rank are obliged to be edu : 


cated: to ſome Employment or Pro- 


feſſion: And perhaps that Practice has 
many Advantages in it : It engages the - 


younger Years in Labour and Dili 


gence, and ſecures from the miſchiev- 
ous Effects of Sloth, Idleneſs, n 
and a thouſand Temptations, Ars 
In our Nation, I confeſs it is a Cuſ- 
tom to educate the Children of Noble» 
men, and the eldeſt Sons of the Gen- 


try, to no proper Buſineſs or Profeſſi- 

on, but only to an Acquaintance with _ 
' ſome of the Ornaments and Accom- 
 pliſhments of Life, which I ſhall men- 


tion immediately. But perhaps it would 
be far happier for ſome Families, if the 
Sons were brought up to Buſineſs, and 
kept to the Practice of it, than to have 
them expoſed: to the pernicious Incon- 


' veniences of a ſauntering and idle Life, 


las) and 


62 Of a Trade or Employment. Sect. 5; 
and the more violent Impulſe of all the 
corrupt Inclinations of Youth. _ 
However it is certain, that far the 
greater Part of Mankind muſt bring up 
their Children to ſome regular Buſineſs 
and Profeffion, whereby they may ſuſ- 
_ tain their Lives, and ſupport a Family, 
and become uſeful Members to the 
State. Now in the Choice of ſuch a 
Profeſſion or Employment for Children, 
many Things are to be conſulted. _ 
(.) Tur Circumſtances and Eftate 
of the Parent; whether it will reach to 
place out the Child as an Apprentice, 
to provide for him Materials for his 
Buſineſs or Trade, and to ſupport him 
till he ſhall be able to maintain him- 
ſelf by his Profeſſion. Sometimes the 
Ambition of the Parent and the Child, 
hath fixed on a Trade far above their 
Circumſtances; in Conſequence of 
which, the Child hath been expoſed to 
many . Inconveniences, and the Parent 
to many Sorrows, | | 


62. Taz 
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Child muſt be dlſo conſidered, If it be a 
Profeſſion of hard Labour; bath the + 
Child a healthy and firm Conſtitution, 
and Strength. of Body equal to the 
Work? If it be a Profeſſion that re- 
quires the Exerciſe of Fancy, Skill and 
Judgment, or much Study and Con- 


trivance ; then the Queſtion will be, 


Hath the Lad a Genius capable of 
thinking well, a bright Imagination, a 
ſolid Judgment? Is he able to endure 
ſuch an Application of Mind, as is ne- 
eeſſary for the Employment? + . 
(3) Tus Temper and Inclination of ; 
the Child muft be brought into this Con- 
fultation, in order to determine a pro- 
per Buſineſs for Life. If the daily La- 


bour and Buſineſs of a Man be not a- 
greeable to him, he can never hope to 


manage it with any great Advantage or 
Succeſs. I knew a Bricklayer who pro- 
foſſed that he had always an Averſion 


to the Smell of Murter. And I was 


7 


11 (4) acquainted 
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nequainted once with a Lad who be- 
gun to learn Gree at School, but he 
complained it did not agree with his 
Conſtitution. I think the firſt of theſe 
ought to have been brought up to 
work in Glaſs or Timber, or any Thing 


rather than in Bricks: As for the other, 


{to my beſt Remembrance) he was 
wiſely diſpoſed of to a Calling wherein 
he had nothing to do with Greek, 

Aub here I would beg Leave to de: 

fire that none might be encouraged to 

purſue any of the learned Profeſſions, 

1, e. Divinity, Law or Phyfick, who 

have not the Signs of a good Genius, 

who are not patient of long Attention 
and cloſe Application to Study, Who 
have not a peculiar Delight in that Pro- 
ſeſſion which they chooſe, and withal 

a ptetty firm Conſtitution of Body, for 

much Study is a Wearineſs to the Fleſp, 


and the Vigour of Nature is ſooner im- 


paired / by laborious Thoughtfulneis, 
than __ * Labout of the Limbs. 
n Th 0 


Sect. 5. Of a Trade or Employment. 65 
. '(4-) Ir ſhould be alſo the ſolicitous 
and conſtant Care of Parents, when 
they place out their Children in the 
World, to ſeek out Maſters for them 
who profeſs ſerious Religion, who pracs 
tiſe all moral Virtues, and keep good 
Orders and good Hours in their Fami- 
1y. The Neglect of this Concern, has 

been the Ruin of a thouſand Youths in 
our Day; and notwithſtanding the ſen- 
ſible Miſchief ariſing from this Neg :- 
ligence, yet there is ſtill too little, Care 

taken, in a Matter of ſo det lam 
tance “. | 4 
Tu us much foe this Part of the E. — 
ducation of Sons, But you will ſay then 
What 


* This RD ariſes in a great 8 from 4 
the immoderate Love of Pleaſure, which ſo ge- | 
nerally prevails, and leads Maſters into Parties | 
and Engagements, eſpecially on the Lord's Day; 
which not only occaſions the Negle& of religi- 1 
ous Inſtruction, and Family Prayer on the Even- 7 
ing of it, but ſets an Example to Servants, which 
they think themſelves authorized to follow, tha! 
it be generally to their own Deſtruction, 
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What Buſineſs of Life muſt Daugh- 
ters be brought up to? I muſt confeſs, 
when I have ſeen ſo many of the Sex, 
who have lived well in the Time of 
their Childhood, grievouſly expoſed to 
many Hardſhips and Poverty upon the 
Death of their Parents, I have often 
wiſhed, there were more of the Cal- 
lings or Employments of Life, peculi- 
arly appropriated to Women, and that 
they were regularly educated in them, 
that there might be a better Proviſion 
made for their Support. What if all 
the Garments which are worn by Wo- 
men, were ſo limited and reſtrained in 

the Manufacture of them, that they 
ſhould all be made only by their own 
Sex ? This would go a great Way to- 
ward Relief in this Caſe ; And what if 

ſome of the cafier Labours of Life were 
reſerved for them only ? But this is not 
my Province. 
How vx it may be to this Mat- 

ter, it is the Cuſtom of 1 


et 5 Of @ Tradeor Employment * | 


and indeed it hath been the Cuſtom of 


moſt Nations and Ages, to educate - 


Daughters in the Knowledge of Things 


that relate to the Affairs of the Houſ- 


hold, to Spin and to uſe the Needle, 
both for making Garments, and for 
the Ornaments of Embroidery: They 
bave been generally employed in the 


Preparation of Food, in the regular 


Diſpoſal of the Affairs of the Houſe 
for the Conveniencies and Arcommo 
dations of human Life, in the Furni- 


ture of the Rooms, and the Elegancies 


of Entertainment. Sarab made ready 


three Meaſures of Meal. and kneaded it, 


and made Gakes upon the Hearth, Gen. 
xviii. 6. And the Women of Iſrael that 
were ui ſe-hearted, did ſpin with their 
Hands both Blue, and Purple, and Scar. 
bet, and fins Linen for the Tabernacle, 
Exod. xxxv. a6, Women ſhall bake your 


Bread, Lev. xxvi. 16, Women few Pil. 
lows and make Kerehiefs, Exek. xiii, 18. 
Which Words, though perhaps they 
Ds | are 
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are a «Metaphor i in that Text, yet de- 
note the Office or Work of Women. 
And Dorcas made Coats and Garments 
For the Poor, Acts ix. 36. 39. I might 
cite many antient Heathen Authors, to 


prove the ſame Thing among the Greeks 
and Romans, if it were'needful.” 


Son of theſe Things are th con- 
Rant Labours and Cares of Women in 
our Day, whereby they maintain them- 
ſelves: The moſt - labotious Parts of 
them belong o the Poor. And it is 
- the Opinion of the - beſt Judges that, 
even in ſuperior and wealthy Circum« 
ſtances, every Daughter ſhould -be fo 
far inſtructed in them, as to know 
when they are performed aright, that 
the Servant may not uſurp too much 
Power, and impoſe on the Ignorance 
of the Miſtreſs. Nature and Providence 
ſeem to have deſigned theſe Offices for 
the Sex in all Ages, and in all Nati- 
ons, becauſe while the Men are enga- 
* in barder and more robuſt Labours, 

and 


— 


and are often called abroad in Buſineſs, 


the Women are more generally accuſ- 
tomed to keep Houſe, and dwell at 


Home; and the Word of God, as well 
as the Cuſtom of human Life, recom - 


mends it. Tit. ii. 5. 1 Tim. v. 14. 
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Rules, of Prudence. 


Inſtruction. given them in tbe 


‚ Cmdue of human Life,. ſome neceſſary 


Rules of Prudence, by which they may 


regulate the Management of their own 


Affairs; and their Behaviour towards 


their Fellow: Creatures. Where all o- 


ther Sorts of Knowledge are conferred 
upon Children, if this be wanting, they 
make but a contemptible Figure in the 


World, and plunge themſclves it into ma- 
ny nn Ven 


9 
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currences of Life. 


Som x of theſe Rules of Prudence are 
"of a general Nature, and neceſſary at 


all Times, and upon all Occafions : 


Others are more particular, and proper 
to be uſed according to the various Oc · 


Ir I were to enquire, what are the 
Foundations of buman Prudence, 1 ſhould 


rank them under theſe three Heads. 


1. A Knowledge of ourſelves, Here 
every one (ſhould be taught to conſider 


within himſelf, what is my Temper 


and natural Inclination; what are, my 
moſt powerful Appetites, and my pre- 


vailing Paſſions; what are my chief 


Talents and Capacities, if I have any 
at all; what are the Weakneſſes and 
Follies to which I am mot liable; eſpe- 
cially in the Days of Youth ; what are 


the Temptations and Dangers that at- 
tend me; what are my Circumſtances 


in the World; and what my various 
Relations ta Mankind round about me; 


| Shes: are my conſtant, and what my 


occa- 


* : 
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occaſional Duties; what are the inward 


or outward Advantages that attend me, 
or the Diſadvantages under which 1 


labour. A wiſe and juſt Survey of all 


theſe Things. and keeping them al- 
ways in Mind, will be of unſpeakable 
Uſe to us in the Conduct of Life, that. 
we may ſet our chief Guard upon our 
weak Side, and where our greateſt Dan- 
gers lie; that we may employ our Ta- 
lents aright, and ſeize all Advantages 
to improve them for the beſt Purpoſe, 
and proceed in the ſhorteſt Way to Pi- 
ety, Uſefulneſs and Peace. 

2. Tür Knowledge of Mankind i - 
alſo neceſſary to acquire Prudence. And 
here young Perſons ſhould not only be 
taught what is the general Nature and 
Capacity, the Virtues, and the Vices, 
and the Follies of Mankind; but they 
ſhould be informed alſo, or at leaſt 
ſhould be taught to obſerve more par- 
ticularly, what are the peculiar Tem- 
pers, Appetites, Paſſions, Powers, good 
and 
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and evil Qualities of the Perſons with 
whom they have moſt to do in the 
World; that they may learn to behave 
wiſely, with regard to others, and that 
they may make a proper Improvement 
of all the brighter and darker Charac- 
ters which they obſerve amongſt Men, 
both for their own Advantage, and for 
the Benefit of their Fellow- Creatures. 
This may have a happy Influence to 
lead them to avoid the Vices and Fol- 
lies which have plunged others into 
Miſchief, to imitate the Virtues of thoſe 
who have behaved well in Life, and 
to ſecure themſelves from many. Dan- 
gers and Miſeries, as well as to pity 
the Weakneſſes and Sorrows of Man- 
kind, and afford them a willing and 
chearful Relief. 

3 Tue Knowledge of the Things of 
the World, and the various Affairs f 
buman Life, muſt be included as one of 
the chief Foundations of Prudence. It 


would be endleſs to run over Particu- 
| lars 
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lars of this Kind ; but in a ſpecial Man- 
ner young Perſons ſhould apply them- 
ſelves to know , thoſe Things which 
moſt nearly. concern them, and which 
have the moſt immediate Relation to 
their own Buſineſs and Duty, to their 
own Intereſt and Welfare: And it is a 
valuable Part of Wiſdom to neglect 
other Things, and not to waſte our 
Time and Spirits in them, when they 
ſtand in any Competition with our pro- 
per and moſt important Work, whe- 
ther we conſider ourſelves: as W 

as Chriſtians. Pa | 
SOLOMON tells us, Bcetef iii. 
1, 17. and viii. 5, 6. Were is both Time © 
and Judgment for every Work, and for 
every Purpoſe under the Heaven : And 
that a wiſe Man's Heart diſcerneth both 
Time and Judgment, i. e. he judgeth 
well concerning what is to be done, 
and the Time when to do it: And 
therefore the Miſery of Man is great up- 
en bim, becauſe he knows not this Time 


5 


and what is to be done, on every new = 
Occaſſon ; when to lie ſtill, and when 


T4. | Rules of Prudence. Sect. 6. 
and Judgment, he doth neither diſcern 


what is proper to be done, nor the pro- 
per Seaſon of doing it. Prudence con- 
fiſts in judging well what is to be ſaid, 


to be active; when to keep Silence, and 


when to ſpeak; what to avoid; and 


what to purſue; how to act in every 


Ditffculty ; what Means to make uſe 
_ of to compaſs ſuch an End; how to 
behave in every Circumſtance of Life, 


and in all Companies; how to gain the 


5 Favour of Mankind, in order to pro» 


mote our own Happineſs, and to do 


the moſt Service to God, and the moſt 
Good to Men, according to that Station 


we poſſeſs, and — nnn 
which we enjoy a 14:4 


Fon this Purpoſe ah; is no Book 


better than the Proverbs of Solomon. 


Several of the firſt Chapters ſeem to be 


written for young Men under the Name 


— * all the reſt of 
them 


- 


them ſhould be made familiar to Youth © 
by their frequent Converfe with them, 


and treaſuriog them . in their Head 
and Heart. 


Aon human Writings of this 
Kind, perhaps the Book called Ecclfi- 
aſticus, though it be among the Abo- 
| erypbal . Writings, is equal to the beſt 
of the Antients, And among the Mo- 
 derns, 1 know not a better Collecti- 
on than the little Book of Dire&#iont, 
Counſels and Advices, publiſmed by 
Dr. Fuller, for the Uſe of his Sonn 
though I could wiſh he had rendered if 
it more univerſally acceptable to all 9 
Readers, by avoiding ſome Severitics 
on the other Sex, and that he had ſpas. 
red his little Railleries on the Name af 
Saints, though thoſe eo Sante ⁶ 
ces are but few. l eee 4 
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Le. 


J HE laſt part of Inflruttion, 
1 which I include in the Idea of 
2 good Education, is an Inſtruction of 
Youth, in ſome of the uſeful Obs 


and Accompliſhments of Life. 


Ir has been the Cuſtom of our Na- 
tion, for Perſons of the middle and the 


| lower Ranks of Life, who deſign their 
Children for Trades and Manufactures, 
to ſend them to the Latin and Greek 


Schools. There they wear out four or 
Ave Veats of Time, in learning a Num- 
ber of ſtrange Words, that will be of 
very little Uſe to them in all the fol- 


- lowing Affairs of their Station: And 


this: very Learning alſo is generally 
tavght in a very deim and moſt ir- 
rational 


_- 
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rational Method, when they are forced 
to learn Latin by Grammars and Rules 
written in that unknown Tongue. 
When they leave the School, they u- 
ſually forget what they have learned, 
and the chief Advantage they gain by 
it, is to ſpell and pronounce hard Words. 
better, when they meet them in Eu. 
gliſb: Whereas this Skill of Spelling 
might be attained in a far ſhorter Time, 
and at an eaſier Rate, by other Me- 
thods ®, and much of Life might be 
ſaved and improved to beiter Purpoy - 
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As for the Sons of thoſe who enjioß 
more plentiful Circumſtances in the 
World, they may be inſtructed in the 
Latin and Greek Languages, for ſeve- 
ral valuable Ends in their Station: And 


76 eſpecially thoſe who defign the learned 
Profeſſions, ought thoroughly to un- 
derſtand them: And ſuch as purſue 
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.. the New. ' 
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the Study of Divinity, muſt be ac- 
quainted alſo with Hebrew and Chal- 
der, that they may read the Old Teſ- 
tament in its original Language, as well 


* 


Tux Nench is ab- dey edit 
alſo an Accompliſhment to both Sexes. 
If they have Time enough, which they 


know not how to employ better, and a 


good Memory, I would not forbid it. 
There ate ſeveral good Books written 
in that Language, which are not un- 
of our Perufal : And there are 
many Words now introduced in the 
Engliſh Language, borrowed and de- 
_ rived from thence, as well as from the 


7 » 


Latin” and Greek ; ſo that it may not 


be improper for an Engliſd Gentleman 
to learn theſe Tongues, that he may 


underſtand his own the better. I add 
alſo, that if Perſons have much Ac- 


quaintance with the French Nation, ot 
bave Occafion to converſe with Fo- 
reigners at Court, or in the or 


if 
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if they deſign. to travel abroad, the 
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French is a neceſſaty Tongues becauſe 


it is o much ſpoken in Europe, a 

zially in Courts. But otheryaſe, - 
chete are ſo many of the valuable Wri- 
tiogs of © French Authors perpetually 
trab{lated into Exgliſb, that it is a need 


leſs Thing to go through much Difi- 
culty, or take much Pains in attaining 


it. I am inclined to believe that, (ex- 
cept in the Caſes abovementioned) few 


have found the Profit anſwer the La- 


bour. As for thoſe Perſons who are 
dred up to traffick with other Nations, 
they muſt neceſſarily learn the Lan- 
guage of thoſe Nations 3 and this 1 
reckon. not among their Aocompliſh- 


ments, but conſider it rather as a * | 


of their proper Buſineſs in Life. 

Ax ſhort, it is a Thing of far ani 
Value and Importance, that Youth 
ſhould be perfectly well ſkilled in rrad- 
ing, writing, and ſpeaking their native 
vga ina 9 a polite, and grace- 
. $-: 9 
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ful n, than in toiling among ſo- 
„ Languages. It is of more Worth 
And Advantage to Gentlemen and Las 
/ dies, to have an exact Knowledge of 
What is ee juſt and elegant i in En- 
_ 8/iſb,"ah an to be a Critick in foreign 
Tongues. The very Knowldege of fo- 
teign Words ſhould be improved to 
this Purpoſe: And in order to obtain 
this Aecompliſhment, they ſhould fre- 
quently\conyerſe with thoſe Perſons and 
©  _ Books, which are ed ne 
clegant in their Kind. 
1 ne nus far concerning the ha. hi 
ang Words. But the Knowledge of 7 * 
zs of much more Importance. 
Ii. Tur young Gentry of doch Ser- 
E es, ſhould be a little acquainted with 
Lo gict, that they may learn to obtain 
clear Ideas; to judge by Reaſon and 
the Nature of Things; to baniſh the 
Prejudices of Infancy, Cuſtom and Hu- 
mor; to argue cloſely and juſtly on 
bo any Sized and to caſh * un. 
1. N | and 


% 
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nn er and eaſy Me- 
thod. 


Learning are alſo neceſſary Ornaments 
of the. Mind, and not without real Ad- 
vantage: And many of theſe are ſo a- 


greeable to the Fancy, that Youth will | 
be entertained, and pleaſed in FO 


the Knowledge of them. 
-  Besipzs the common Skill i in F- 


counts, which is needful for a Trader, 


there is a Variety of pretty and uſeful 
Rules and Practices in Arithmetick, to 


which a Gentleman ſhould be Stran» 
ger: And if his Gentes-lie that” way, | 


a little Infight into Algebra, would 18 


no Diſadvantage to him. It is fit that 


young People of any Figure in the 
World, ſhould ſee ſome of the Springs 


and Clues whereby ſkilful Men, by plain 
Rules of Reaſon, trace out. the moſt- 
deep, diſtant, and hidden Queſtions ;, 


and whereby they find certain Anſwers 


to thoſe Enquiries, which at firſt View, 
| „ ſeem 
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2. SEVERAL Parts of Mathematical 


B: We Gude MI Sect. 7+ 


deem to lie without the Ken of Man- 
kind, and beyond the Reach of human 
Knowledge. It was for want of a lit- 


tle more general Acquaintance with 


Mathematical Learning in the World, 


that a good Algthroif and a Geometer 


were counted Conjurers a Century ago, 
and People applied to them to ſeek * 
loſt Horſes and ftolen Goods, 


Tuer ſhould know ſomething 
Geometry, ſo far at leaſt as to under- 
Nand the Names of the various Lin 
and Angles, Surfaces and Solids ; 
know what is meant by a right Line 
bor a Curve, a right Angle, and an Ob- 


que, whether acute or obtuſe : How 


the Quantity of Angles is meaſured, 
| what | is a Circle, a Semicircle, an Arch, 
@ Quadrant, a Degree and Minute, a 
Diameter and Radius: What we mean 
by a Triangle, a Square, a Parallelo- 
pram, a Polygon, a Cube, a Pyramid, 
2 Prifm, a Cone, an Ellipſis or Oval, 
9 A Parabola, Sec, and to 
8 | know 
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know ſome of the meſt general Pro- 
perties of Angles, Triangles, Squares, 
and Circles, Cc. The World is now 
grown ſo learned in Mathematical Sci- 
ence, that this Sort of Language is of- 
ten uſed in common Writings, and in 
Converſation, far beyond what it was 
in the Days of our Fathers. And be- 
ſides, without ſome Knowledge of this 
Kind, we cannot make any farther 
Progreſs toward an Acquaintance with 
' the Arts of Surveying, Meaſuring, Gee 
egraphy and Aſtronomy, which are ſo 
entertaining and ſo. uſeful an Accom- 
3 to deen, on, a wn Edu- 
cation. 0 
n Pay Aae are ex- 
ceeding delightful Studies. The Know- 
ledge of the Lines and Circles of the 
Globes of Heaven and Earth, is counted 
ſo neceflary in our Age, that no Per- 
{on of either Sex is now eſteemed to 
have had an elegant -Education-with- 
TOI + 1 7 Pong.” a tors 
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Opinion, in their younger Years, learn 
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ſomething of theſe Sciences; inſtead of 


vainly wearing out even ears of Droid: 


rn e ln 

Ir is of conſiderable Advantage as 
"war as Delight for Mankind to know 
a little of 'the Earth on which they 
dell, and of the Stars and Skies that 
 Tarround them on all Sides. It is al- 
moſt neceffary for young Perſons (who 


pretend to any Thing of Inſtruction 
and Schooling above the loweſt Rank 
of people) to get a little Acquaintance 
_ with the ſeveral Parts of the Land and 


the Sea, that they may know in what 
Quarter of tbe World the chief Cities 


and Countries are ſituated; that at the 


Mention of the Word Copenhagen, they 


may not grofsly blunder and expoſe. 
themſelves, (as a certain Gentleman 
once did) by ſuppoſing it to be the 


Name of a Dutch Commander. With- 


5 Os Knowledge we cannot read any 
3 


* 


fooliſh and ridiculous Fears, but it will 
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— Hiſtory with Profit, nor ſo much as un- 721 


_ ſons the common News-P apers. 1 


I is neceſſary alſo to know ſome» | 


thing of the beavenly Bodies, and their 


various Motions; and Periods: of Re- 


volution, that we may under 
the Accounts of Time in pa 
and the Hiſtories of ancient (N. 1 
as well as know the Reaſons of Day | 

and Night, Summer and Winter, and 


the various Appearances and Places of 


the Moon and other Planets, Then we 
ſhall not be terrified at every Eclipſe, 


nor preſage and foretel, publick Deſo- 


lations at the Sight of a Comet: We 
ſhall ſee the Sun covered with Dark. 
neſs, and the full Moon deprived of 
her Light, without foreboding Imagi- 


nations that the Government is in Dans 4H 


or that the World is come to an 


End. This will not only enereaſe ra 


tional Knowledge, and guard us againſt | 


86 en e 2 ; 
Ke den happy" Texidency we | 
in our Thoughts the nobleſt and moſt 
magnificent Ideas of God, by the 8ur- 1 
vey of his Works, in their _— 6 
; »& LY Grandeur and divine Artific .. | 
Nenn Philoſophy, ar laat in | 
| . the more general Principles and Fon - 
3 dations of it, ſhould be infuſed into the 
Minds bf Youth, This is a very bright 
. Ornament of our rational Natures, | 
which are indined to be inquiſitive into 
the Cauſes and Reaſons of Things. A 
Courſe of Philofophical Experiments is 
now frequently attended by the Ladies 
ds well as Gentlemen, wich no ſmall 
Nleafure and Improvement. God and 
Region may be better known, and 
dlearer Ideas may be obtained of the 
amazing Wiſdom of our Creator, and 
of the Glories of the Life to come, as 
well as of the Things of this Life, by 
the rational Learning, and the Knows 
ledge of Nature, that is now ſo much 
5 in Vogue. If I were to recommend 
5 2 Book 
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a Book or two on this Subject, 
which may uſefully be read by the 
Ladies as well as Gentlemen, I know 
of none better than Mr. Ray's Wil 


dom of God in the Creation, Dr. Der- 


bam's Diſcourſes on the ſame Subject, 


the Archbiſhop of Cambrays Trea- 


tiſe of the Exiſtence of God, at leaſt to 
the fiftieth Section, Nrenenteit's Reli- 
gious Philoſopher, and Dr. Mather's _ 
Chriſtian Philoſopher. Theſe Things 
will enlarge and refine the Underſtand 
ing, irnprove the Judgment, and bring 
the Faculty of Reaſoning into a juſter 
Exerciſe, even upon all Nee of % 
Subjects. | 


4. His Toxx is another Aecomplitti 1 
ment of Youth, and Ornament of E- 
 ducation. The Narratives of the vas * 


rious Occurrences in Nations, as well 
as in the Lives of particular Perfons, 


Nide into younger Minds with Pleaſure. 
Theſe will furniſh the S6ul in Time 


with a Treafure of Knowledge, whence 
. to 


eaurage GT: to rait i, unleſs they 
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to Aue uſeful Obſervations, Inferen- - 


ces and Rules of Conduct. Theſe will 


| enable us to gratify our Acquaintance 


by rehearſing ſuch Narrations at proper 


Seaſons, and render our own Company 
12 meets and uſeful to Mankind. 


5. Nor Can our Education be cal- 


led completely elegant, without ſome- 


thing of Fogh, in ſo very polite an Age 
as this. 


Waite I mention YI Knowledge 


3 Poeſy as a proper Ornament of 
Vouth, I would not be underſtood as 


though I recommended Yerſe-making 


to every young Gentleman and Lady. 


It is an old Proverb that, Poets are born, 


and not made. And though I have been 
too far betrayed by an unguarded In- 
clination, into Attempts of this Kind, 


in ſome of my former Vears, yet, while 
1 ſometimes repent of having laid out 


fo. many Days and Hours of a ſhort- 


Life in writing Verſes, I will not en- 


are 


- 


Seat. 7. Abcompliſhments of Tife. 89 
are bleſt with à brighter Genius, ang 
find an inſuperable Bent and Bias of 

Soul that way: And even en it | 
be a Diverſion, and not a Buſineſs,” ' - - 
Tut Thing therefore which I bus 
recommend to Perſons: of a polite Edu- 
cation, is ſome Acquaintance with good 
Verſe. To read it in the beſt Authors, 
to learn to know and taſte and feel a 
fine Stanza, as well as hear it, and to 
treaſure up ſome of the richeſt Senti- 
ments and Expreſſions of the moſt ad- 
ren. all that 1 mean . 
| this Advice. 5; a 4G £3037 8 N Th i | 
Non is this a mere Amvſemert, of 
uſeleſs Embroidery of the Mind: 1 
brightens and animates the Fancy with * 
a thouſand beautiful Images, it enrich- i 
es the Soul with many great and ſubs | 
lime Sentiments and refined Ideas, M 
fills the Memory with a noble Variety 
of Language, and furniſhes the Tongue 
with Speech and Ex preſſion ſuited to 
every Subject. 1 teaches the Art of 
C3 | — 
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- entertain our Friends agteeably, we re- 
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deſcribing well, and of painting every 


Thing to the Life, and dreſſing up all - 
we pleaſigg and the frightful Scenes of 
n and nee Vive and Vir 


rors. It ale a. in the Art of + Eu 
Manner of Speech 21 Writing, and 
adds Life and Beauty to Converſation, - 

How often have we been enabled to 
oild-a gloomy- Hour of Life, and to 


often a rough and painful Occurrence, 
by meditating and repeating the Lines 


of ſome great Poet? Between the Co- 
ri en eee to 


3 —— in a lo- 
litary Retirement z end ſometimes we 


pale them as with 'Mufick and Paint- 
ing at noe, and You: —_ "_ 

Bor Pare hath ſtill Coins foblimet 
"Poon lt reiſes our . 5 
Sr. 195 : to 
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to a heavenly. Degree, and kindles a 


Flame of holy Love and Joy in the 
Heart. If the Memory be well ſtored 


with devout Songs, we ſhall never be 


at a Loſs for Divine Meditation: We 
may exalt the Praiſes of God and our 
Saviour at all Times, and feel out Souls 


borne. up as on the Wings of Angels, 


far above this duſky Globe of Earth; 


till we have loſt all its flattering Vani- 


ties, and its painful Vexations., Poeſy 


Was firſt deſigned for the Service of 
ple. Moſes and David made divine and 
illuſtrious Uſe of it. The royal Pals 
miſt is raiſed on the Wing of. Infpirss - 
tion and facred Verſe far above the | 


Level of the Jews/h Ceremonies and 
Shadows, and converſes with heavenly 


Things, and ſheds abtbad the Glorie: 


of the future Meſſiab, amidſt the Raps 


| tures of his dublime-and- be 2: 


er Fe. 


Mrs Wan Bon 
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Bor it is Time to deſcend and men- 23 
tion ſome of the Accompliſhments of ani- 


mai Nature. The firſt of this Kind, 
and perhaps the neareſt to Pocſy, is thge 


Art of Singing. A moſt charming Gift 
of the God of Nature, and deſigned for 
the Solace of our Sorrows, and the Im- 
provement of our Joys. Thoſe young 
Perſons who are bleſt with a muſical 


Ear and Voice, ſhould have ſome In- 
ſtruction beſtowed on them, that they 


may acquire this delightful Skill. I 


1 aq m my that the ' greateſt Part of our 


| by young Gentlemen and 
Ladies are taught to practiſe this Art, 
are of the amorous Kind, and ſome of 


NIE e on too, Will oo happy Ge- 


us lend a hel ping Hand to reſcue 
Nobel from all its Defilements, and 
to furniſh the Tongue with nobler and 


more refined Melody ? But Singing | 


muſt not be named alone. 


Various Harmony both of the Wind 
4 String, were once in Uſe in Divine 


Worſhip, 


3 S 
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Worſhip, and that by Divine Ap- _ . 
pointment. It is certain then that the 


Uſe of theſe Inſtruments in common 
Life is no unlawful Practice, though 


the New Teſtament has not ordain- 


ed the Uſe of it in evangelical Wor- 


ſhip. - But if the Voice be happily 


capable of this Art, it is preferable to 
all Inſtruments faſhioned and compo- 
ſed by Man: This is an Organ form- 
ed and tuned by God himſelf. It 


is moſt eaſily kept in Exerciſe; the 
Skill is retained longeſt, and the Plea- 
ſiure tranſcends all the reſt. Where 


an Ode of noble and ſeraphick Com- 


poſure is ſet throughout to Muſick, and 
ſung by an artful Voice, while the Spi- 


rit at the ſame Time enjoys a devout 
Temper, the Joys of the Soul and the 


Senſe ate united, and it approaches to 
the ſcriptural Ideas of the celeſtial State. 
Happy the Youth who has a bright 


and harmonious Conſtitution, with a 
pious Turn of Soul; 2 rail Spirit, 


And Wi 


ny <a We. _—_ 
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and a Reliſh of ſacred Melody! He 
takes a frequent Flight above this low- - 


er World, beyond the Regions of Senſe 
and Time; he joins the Conſort of the 
heavenly Inhabitants, and ſeems to an- 
ticipate the Buſineſs and the Þ err | 
hes ER. * 
" SHALL 1 be allowed after this to 
and Painting, . as 
agreeable Amuſements for polite Youth? 
Where the Genius leads that Way, it 
is a noble Diverſion, and improves the 
Mind, Nature has her Share in this, 
as well as in Poe; where Nature in- 


clines, let polite” Youth be taught to 


ſketch a little on a Paper, let them 
have at leaſt ſome Taſte of theſe Arts, 


ſome Capacity of being pleaſed with a a 5 


curious Draught, a noble Painting, an 

elegant Statue, and fine Reſemblances 
of Nature. This is an ingenious and 
a graceful Acquirement. Mr. Rich- 
ardſer's Eſſay on the Theory of Paint- 


8 is the beſt Book that I know on 
that 


— oo a 
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bute. But where it is much beloved 


we 7, "Aa Dye * | 
that Subject, and ſufficient" to give 3 
— RR: IP m | 
of the Art. * | 
Suki I now name the At 6k 2 
Fencing, and of riding tbe managed 
Horſe, as an Accompliſhment for Gen. 
tlemen ? Theſe are Exerciſes of a heal-- 
thy Kind; and may be uſeful in hu- 
man Life. Shall I'ſpeak of Dancing, . 
as a modiſh Accompliſhment of both 


” Sexes? 1 confeſs I know no Evil in it, 
This alſo is a healthful Exerciſe, and 


it gives young Perſons a decent en 


ner of Appearance in Company: 
may de profitable to ſome good Kees 
« ſes, if it be well guarded againſt all the 


Abuſes and Temptations that may at- 


tend it. It was uſed of old, in ſacred == 


and civil Rejoicings. Exod. xv. 20, 21. 
1 Sam. xviti. 6. 2 Sam. vi. 14. It is 
certainly an Advantage to have the Bo- 
dy formed early to graceful Motion, to 
which the Art of Dancing may contri- 


and 


wy Tie Seeed Sec 7. 


| and wiulgnd, it has moſt | ſenſible Dan- 
gers, eſpecially mixed Dancing. It 


leads Youth too often and too early u- 


to Company; it may create too much 
Forwardneſs and Aſſurance in the Sex, 
whoſe chief Olory i is their Modeſty it 
may kindle vain and vicious Inclinati- 
ons, and raiſe in young Minds too great 
IH Fondneſs for the exceſſive Gaieties, 


and licentious Pleaſures of the Age. 
_ In all theſe Affairs, a wiſe Parent 


will keep a watchful Eye upon the 
Child, while he indulges it in theſe 


Sener, of Louth and Inclinati- % 
A wiſe Parent will daily obſerve, 
— the Son, or the little Daugh- 


ter, begin to be too much charmed + 


with any of the gay Ornaments and 


Amuſements of Life; and, with a pru- 


dent and ſacred Solicitude, will take 


Cate leſt any of them intrench on the 
more neceſſary and more important 


Duties of Life and Religion. And ac- 


8 cording to this Vet of Things, the 


Parent 8 
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Parents Hand will either 3 | 
Rein to the Purſuit of theſe Exerciſes, 
or will manage the Propenſities of the 
Child, W a en and eee 
| Reſtraint, © 
Bor among We the: ee 8 
I nie Youth, there is none prefe-' 
rable to a decent and agreeable Beha. 
viour among Men, a modeſt Freedom 5 
of Speech, a ſoft and elegant Manner 
of Addreſs, a 'graceful and bvely De- 
portment, a chearful Gravity and ö 
Humor, with a Mind appearing ever 
ſerene, under the ruffling Accidents of 
human Life: Add to this 4 pleaſing 
Solemnity and Reverence when the 
Diſcourſe turns upon any Thing ſacred 
and divine, a becoming Neglect of 
Injuries, a Hatred of Calumny and 
Slander, a Habit of ſpeaking well f 
| Others; a pleaſing Benevolence and Rei- 
dineſs to do Good to Mankind; and 
| ſpecial Compaſſion to the Miſerable; 
with an Air and Countenance, in 2 n. 


EN 


* enter .upan the Stage of Life ee 
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tutal and unaffected Manner, expreſſive 
| of all theſe excellent Qualifications. - * 
Some of 'theſe, I own, are to be 
 wrmbere among the Duties and Vir 
tues rather than among the Ornament 


Wah, of Mankind: But they muſt be con- 
5 En be Ornaments as well as Vir. 


They are Graces in the Eye of 
3 a well as of God. Theſe will 
Nope, the Affection of all that know 
us, and Engage - even an ill-natured 


World betimes in our Favour. Theſe 


Probation, and Love, to paſe through 
the World, with Eaſe (as far as Eaſe 
maybe expecled in fo degenerate and 
unhappy a State of Things) to finiſh 
the Scenes of Action on Earth with 
Applauſe, and to leave behind them the 
 Manumentofs good Name; when their 
eee 
del WN + 
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T belongs alſo tos good Eüueanöh, 
that Children be guarued and ſecured e 
B (at far as poſſible) from all evil Tafluen- 

ces and unbappy Impreſſions which they 

may be expoſed to receive, both frum er- 
Jun and Wings. I ſhall ſufficiently en- 


Plain this Direction by n e 
Aena 251012, c , Ac add 


Luxx not Nurſes n be fo 
ferod to fill their Minds with filly Tates, 
and with ſenſeleſs Rbimet, many of 
which are ſo abſutd and tidiculous, that 
they will not bear to be r n 
a grave Diſcourſe, The Imagination 
| __ oof young Creatures is herebyiflattered - - 
and deceived': Theit Reaſon is groſily 


. abuſed 
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... 100-" Againſt evil Tnfluences Set, 8, 
- abuſed and impoſed upon : And by this 
Means they are trained up to be amuſ- 
ed with Follies and Nonſenſe, rather 
than to exerciſe their Underſtandiog, 
which 1 is the Glory of human Nature, 

Lr not any Perſons that are near 
ee terrify their tender Minds with 
diſmal Stories of Witches and Ghoſts, of 
Devils and evil. Spirits, of Fairies. and 
Bugbrars in the Dark. This hath had 

a moſt miſchievous Effect on ſome 
Children, and hath fixed in their Con- 
- Kitutions, ſuch a -rooted Slavery and 
Fear, that they have ſcarce dared to be 
left alone all their Lives, eſpecially in 
the Night. Theſe Stories have made 
ſuch a deep and frightfol Impreſſion 
on their tender Fancies, that it hath 
enervated their Souls, it hath broken 

their Spirits early, it hath grown up 
with them, and mingled with their Re- 
gion, it hath laid a wretched Foun- 
dation for Melancholy and diſtracting 
i Let thiſs Sort of Informa- 


AS * tions 


By $68.8, 3. from Pejfons and Things 10 | 
tions be reſerved for their firmer Near, = 
and let them not be told in their 5 _ 
ing, till they can better judge Wat 
Truth or Reality there is in them, and A 
be made. ſenſible how much is owing 
to Romance and Fiction. 
Non let their little Hearts be fright: 4. 
ed at three or four Years old, Wik 
ſhocking and bloody Hiſtories, with. Maſ= =_ 
facres and Martyrdoms, with Cuttings. N 


— 


57 and Burnings, with the Images of bor 


rible and barbarous Murders, with Racks. | 
and red bat Pincers, with | Engines of - 
Torment and ' Cruelty, with" mangled. =o 
| Limbs, and Carcaſes drenched in Gore. | 
It is Time enough,” when their Spirits 1 
are grown a little firmer, to acquaint 
them with theſe Madneſſes, and Mi- 
ſeries of human Nature. There is no 
need that the Hiſtory of the holy Con- 
feſſors and Martyrs, ſhould be ſet be- 
fore their Thoughts ſo early, in all 1 
their moſt ghaſtly. Shapes and Colours. 
. Tie Things, when they are a little | 
295 3 * 2” >. older; 5 


4 


clas; may be of excellent Uſe to dif: 
covers to them the wicked and bloody 
Priseiples of Perſetution both among 0 


the Heatlens and the Papiſli; and to 
teach them the Power of the Grace of 
Chrifl, in ſupporting theſe poor Suffer-! 
ers under all the Torments which they 


ſuſtained, for the Love God and- the” 


Truth.. OY 


— 


all immodeſt Stories, and from want 


LX their Ears: PRES 


| Slngs «| Hum Riddles and Puns, with: 


double: Meanings, and foal Intentions : 
Let them not be ſuffered to read n. 
ton Jeſli, ar amurunt Romances : And. 


due Care ſhould be taken, to remeve 


all Books ont of their Way, that may 
däefile their Imagination, ot teach them 
the Language or the Sentiments of Im- 
, purity. Nor let their Eyes be enter - 
tained with ed and unclean Pictures, 


and Images of Things or Actiant, that 
are not fit to be expoſed, Theſe Things: 
"Or. have too * unhappy In- 
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fluence.to corrupt the Fancy and = 
Manners; and in riper Years have been 
the Occaſion of numberleſs Miſchiefs: 


But eſpecially they ſhould be kept far 


away from the Sight, or Hearing of 


Children, leſt too deep and dangerous | 


Impreſſions be made in thoſe early 


ways expreſſed: before them, in the 
moſt, madeſt Forms of Speech, that 


aur. Mather-Tongue can furniſh us 
with. In this Reſpect, (as the Poet 
ſays): Children Ae *. treated with.” 


n edges, 


0 1 a 
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" js . that Books f FO 


tomy, and other Parts of neceflary Sci- 


ence; are proper to be written, and 


1.959 F 4 theſe 
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Years of Life. Nothing but What is-. 
chaſte, pure and innocent, ſhould come 
within the Reach of their Eyes and 4 
and Actions of Nature, ſhould be al- 


. 4 
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cheſe may be conſulted by Perſons who 
are grown up to a due Age, eſpecially 


by thoſe,” whoſe Profeſſion requires it. 


There is: alſo ſome Neceflity of foul- 


. Narratives, where foul Crimes are com- 


mitted, and ought to be publickly ex- 


poſed, and brought to Juſtice and Pu- 
niſnment. As the Affairs of Mankind 
ſtand, theſe Things cannot always be 
avoided: But there is no Manner of 


Neceſſity that Children ſhould read 
them, or raſh unguarded Youth. / 


For ſome of the Reaſons before 


mentioned, there ſhould be a wiſe Con- 
duct in ſhewing Children what Parts 


of the Bible they ſhould read: For 


though the Word of God expreſſeth 
all Things with due Decency, yet there 
are ſome Things which have been 


found neceſſary to be ſpoken of in 
Scripture, both in the Laws of Moſes, 
and in the Repreſentation of the Wick - 
edneſs of the Gentiles in the New Teſ- 
tament, in which adult Perſons have 


* = Y | | ; 
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been concerned, which there is no Ne. 2 
ceſſity for Children to read and. hear, 
; and they may be paſſed over, ot omit. A 
ted among. them. The Jeus were 23 
wont to with-hold Solomon's Sang from I 
Fears old: And the late pious and pru- 

dent Biſhop Tillotſon (in a Manuſcript | 
which I have ſeen) wiſhes that hols . -- i 
I Parts of the Bible, wherein there are =_ 
3 ſome of the Affairs of Mankind ex. 
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preſſed too naturaliy (as he calls it) were 9 

omitted in the publick Leſſons of the 3 

Church: I think they may as well be is 
. excepted. alſo out of the common Le. 


ſons of Children, and out of the daily 
_ Courſe of Reading in Family Worſhip. 4 
Le Parents take as much Care as 9 
they can, in the Choice of Cumpaninn n 
and Play-fellows for their Sons and their 
Daughters. It would be a happy Thing "i 
if Children, who are bred up in Schools l 
could be ſecured from the Company 
and evil Influence of other Children, 


F 2 N Who 25 Mt 


who curſe and ſwear, who take ths 
Name of God in vain, and uſe filthy 
and unclean Language: 
Miſtrefles ſhould be very watchful and 
ſtrict in their Inquiries, into the Beha- 
viour of their Scholars of both Sexes, 
when they are out of their Sight, that 
if it were poſſible, there might not be 
one among them, whoſe Lips are im- 


pure or profane: For one diſcaſed 


Sheep may infect the whole Flock. 
However, where Children find fuch 
Immorality practiſed by any of their 
Fellows, they ſhould be taught to 
 ſhew their utmoſt Abhorrence of it, 
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8 parents mould take Care 10 
in proper Learning and Buſineſs, fa 


they ſhould not think it beneath them 
to concern themſelves: a little about their 


Sports and Neoreatims. Human Na- 
ture, eſpecially in younger Years, can: 


not be conſtantly kept intent on Work, 
Learning or Labour. There muſt bs 


ſome Interyals of Pleaſure, ta give a 
Looſe'to: the Mind, and to refreſh, the 


natural Spirits. Too long and intenſe 


2 Confinement to one Thing, is ready 
to over-tite the Spirits of Vouth, and 
to weaken the Springs of Activity by 
exceſſive Fatigue. It is an old Simile 


* * 


|, dren ate employed, were ſo happily 


" 


EY AG bee TOY 
4 that a Bow kept always bent, will grow 


feeble, and loſe its Force. The alter- 


nate Succeſſions of Buſineſs and Diver- 
ſion, preſerve the Body and Soul of 


Learning is more cloſely purſued, and 
Work better done, after ſome agreeable 


TNelaxations. The young Creatures ap- 


ply themſelves to their Buſineſs, with 


new Vigour, after the ane of 


ſome pleaſurable Releaſe. a ble 


I conrxss, it would be a ne 


able Advantage, if the various Parts of 
Learning and Buſineſs, in which Chil- 


contrived, that one might be, as it were, 
4 Relaxation or Diverſion, when the 
Mind is tired with the other: And if 
Children have a Taſte and Reliſh of 
Reading and Improvement of the Mind, 
there is a rich Variety of Entertain 
ment to be found in Books of Poetry, 
Hiſtory, Accounts of the Wonders of 


— 


Children in the happieſt Temper: And 


; _ and. Natures: as well as ingenious 
| Practices 
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tical Affairs. It ig bappieſt indeed, 
where this Reliſh is the Gift of Na- 


by wiſe and alluring Methode, to de- 


Sort of Recreations, eſpecially in Win- 


ter Nights, and rainy Seaſons, when 
they cannot enjoy the more active Di- 
verſions: abroad. Yet, beſides theſe, 


ſome other Sorts of Sports will gene⸗ 


of almoſt all Diſpoſitions. 
Ap their Sports ought to be uch 
as are in ſome Meaſure choſen by them 
ſelves, that they may be Matter of De- 


light, yet ſtill under the Regulation of 
the Eye and Prudence of a Parent. 


No Sort of Play ſhould be permitted 
wherein ſacted Things become a Mat- 


ter of Jeſt, or Merriment. No Sport 


ſhould be indulged, wherein foul Lan- 
guage, ill Names, or Scandal, are-prac- 


8 in mechanical e 1 


ture; yet Children may be trained up) 


light in Knowledge, and to chooſe ſuch 


rally be found neceſſary er | | 


no A Guard ſeron the Sports Seft. g. 
of Modeſty, or oi the Rules of De- 
ceney- and Cleanlineſs; nothing muſt; | 
be ſüffrret wherein there it any Breach 
of the moral Precepts of the Law: of: 
God; wherein Cozening ar Cheating. 
Falſhobd or Lying, are practiſed or al- 
lowed. They ſhould be confined: o 
Honeſty, Juſtice, Truth and Good - 
neſs, even in their very Play. » 
Tur v ſheuld not be permitted to 
uſe ſuch Sporting, as may tend to diſ- 
oompoſe their Spirits, diſorder their 
Nature, injure their Fleſn, prejudice 
their Health} break their Limbs; or do 
Miſchief to themſelvas, or each other. 
This ſhould rather be the ru of * 
or Horſes, than of Children. | 
No ſhobld they ever be allowed to 
praiſe thofe Diverſions: that carry an 
Idea of Barbarity and Cruelty in them, 
though it be but to brute Creatures. 
They chould not ſet up Cocks to be 
Wn banged wich Cudyels, thrown at them 
| 8 3 giving 
f aa itedious 
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a tedious lingering Death; to'a'yourg 
Litter of Degr or Cats, that may be 
appointed to be deftroyed and drowned, 
leſt they multiply too much in a Houſe? 
Nor ſhould they take Pleaſure in prick- 
ing, cutting, or mangling young Birds, 
which they have caught, nor uſing any 
favage and bloody Practices toward | 
any Creatures whatſoever ; leſt their 
Hearts grow hard and onrellning; ws 
they learn in Time to practiſe" theſe 
Cruelties on their own' Kind, and to 
murder and torture their Fellow - Mor- 

tals; or at leaſt to be indifferent ta 
their Pain and Diſtreſs, {0 as to occa- | 

ſion it without Remorſe: » {1 wn 

Tux ſhould never. be faffered. to 

X game for Money, nor even for thei 
own Toys or Play-thinge, if they are 
coſtly and expenſſve: Many ſore In) 
conveniences in riper Tears, ariſe from 
ſuch Indulgenees. And indeed, no Re- 
creations ſhould be accounted lawful, 


15 _ in which they can-with Cous! 
« rage 
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rage recommend themſelves to God, 
and defire his Bleſſing upon them. | 
Tnosx Children who are kept p cet- 
ty cloſe to Learning in a School, ould 
be directed to purſue their Recreations; 
es much as may be, in the open Air ; 
and to exerciſe their Limbs with Vi- 
gour and Activity, that their Growth 
and Health may not be impaired by 
Study, and too much Confinement to 
4 Book. But in very foul Weather, or 
in long Winter Evenings (as 1 hinted 
before) they may be taught to ſeek ſuch 
Diverſions as may at once refreſh and 
men Weir Minds... 11 
ö Fon want of this, in ſome Families 
the Games of Draughts and Cheſs are 
praQtiſed, and ſome other little Sports 
upon a Cheſs-Board, without any Stakes 
or Aim at Gain, beyond the mere Plea- 

X fore of Victory. In other Houſes, Curd. 

and Dice are introduced, for Want of 
better Recreations. The former of 

kheſe, u.) Dr aug bra and Cbeſs, are 


3 3 * innocem : 
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| innocent enough, and may wear off a 
heavy Hour, when the Mind or Body 
are unfit for Buſineſs : The latter have 
had the general Cenſute of our wiſe 
and pious Fathers, and there have been. 
- moſt unhappy Effects attending them: 
And indeed, theſe: Games are ſeldom! 
uſed, without depoſiting too much Mo- 
ney at the Stake, and this tends to en- 
gage the Paſſions with greater, Vehe- W 
mence, than the Nature of a, Reerta- | 
ton can require, or. ſhould admit. But, 
L leave it to thoſe who are more ſkilful = 
in caſuiſtick Divinity, to prove them 
abſolutely unlawful in 490 * Nature 1 5 
of the Game. n Gade Jo gon: 
Howvxx that be, 1 Pong often; | 
earneſtly wiſhed, that inſtead of, all 1 
| theſe Games, there were ſome. more „ 
profitable Sports invented, for. a long 1 
Evening, -for, a. dull Hour, or -a rainy! | 
Seaſon ; And I am well aſſured; that 


if ſome ingenious Mind, which is well 


rn in mathematical Learning, * 


-, 
1 — 


_  Tiblets of Paſteboard be made in Ii 


Side, the County, Province, Kingdom, 


in Games; would but take Pains to con- 
trive ſome ſuch Diverſions, there might 
be a much better Account given of the 
Hours: of Leifure, and Remiſſion of 
© Bufmeſs, by Perſons of both Sexes, 
and of all Ages, than can be at pte 
ſent, for want of ſuch * —_ im- 
, proving Recreations. 
wn Ar if Cords and Dice Would bs. 
proved to be never fo lawful in them- 
_ ſhes, yet there might be various In- 
ventions, of much more Advantage to 
Knowledge and Virtue, placed in tio) 
room of them. May not ſome little 


tation of Cards, which might teach the 
- | unlcarned! feverat Parts! of mr, 
— Vhokitry, ee 
„War ee Side of theſs "uy 
blets, or Charts, a Ten or City were 
named and deſcribed; and on the other 


where. that Town ſtands; with ſome: | 
111 . geogra- 


—— 
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| geographical- or - hiſtorical} Remark: on 

it: And whoſdever in Play draws the m4 
Ghart, with che Town on it, ſhould be 

2 to tell the Countiy where it 

ſtands, and the Remark made on it, 

War if om one Bide were i ged= 


metrical- Figure; and on che other the. L 


Demoniſtration of ſome." Property” 
longing to it? Ants G48 ail! | 
War if CR 
or Figure of any Piece of Money; ank 
| the other all the Multiples of it by the: : 
nine Digitb, or as far as twelve? This! 
would be uſeful for Mr rt ? 
10 4 Trade. I 4232545 & of i TAY 
Wr if the Mpeg us Wers Planty | 
Animal, Engine, or any Thing eſt in 
the World of Nature or Art, weite 
printed on one Side; and on the a t 
the Name of the Thing} which ſhoold 
be required to be ſpelled right by young - 
Scholars, When they ſee the Figure 
in order to teach them the Art of dpel - 
ling: And if to this were added ſome: 
TW. | beau- 


beautiful Expreſſion or Deſcription of 
the Thing, taken out of our beſt Eu- 
gliſb Poets, to be repeated by him who 


_, draws the Chart which = the nt 
| Be it? 47 


On if ei Word! in Eu- 


g/iſo, and on the other the ſame Thing 
_ expreſſed in Latin, Greet or Frencd,! 


for thoſe who learn theſe 


On if fingle Names of famous: Men 
And Women, were on one Side; and 


de Reverſe contained the Hiſtory; or 
ſiom ſhort Aeccunt of "thoſe Perſons : 


whoſe Names are fo famous. 
Wyrar if in a Sheet of Neben ler a 
twopenny Book, were written a hun- 


dred Proverbs, or wiſe Sayings, collect- 
ald out of Moraliſts; ancient and mo- 


dern, relating to all the Virtues and 


or more - ſolid Bodies of Wood of ſix- 


ded: And if one 


teen, twenty, or thirty-two. flat Sides 
Uοο were 
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were formed with the Name of one Vir 
tue or Vice inſcribed on each Side 
and by the trolling of this many- ſided 


Toy, the uppermoſt Word, or Name, 


ſhould be an Indication. what Proverb, 
or what Example to require? 
Turk have been, I confeſs, ſeve - 
ral Sorts of Cards invented with Pro- 
verbs, with various learned Figures, 
and mathematical Devices upon them: 
But, as far as I can learn, theſe have 
been but mere Pictures and Ornaments 
to the Hearts and Diamonds: Theſe 
learned Devices and Figures have had 
no Share in the Game: The Cards are 
uſed like common Cards ſtill, without 
any Manner of Improvement of any of | 
the Gameſters in theſe Sciences. But 
what I propoſe is, a Contrivance to 
render theſe Words, or Figures, or 
Sentences, the very Implements or EU: 
gines of the Sport itſelf, without ſo 
much as the Form of any Spade, or 


— * # . 1 : "i - 1 19 4 9 
1 $4 & #* P + Tis b » 4 - 
” * 4 Ws & * " . 19 1 + 5þ&AB ff > 
4 » 


418 Aue ſetonthe Sports SeR.9. 
Aub, or Heart, or Diamond, n 
un the Chart or Tablet. 


Sonax of theſe Exerciſes and Diver- 
ions, if happily contrierd, may not 


only be fit to entertain Children in 


their younger Years, hut may uſefully | 


amuſe them when they ate Ne up | 
toward manly Age. l Br 


Fon my Patt, lown myſelf. y 1 0 R 


| do much unſkilled in the various Games 


-uſed Among us, that I am not fit to 


 _ ,contrive, nor capable of inventing ſuch 
uſeful Paſtime. 
ithe Sons of Ingenuity, had Science and 


But I wiſh ſome of 


Virtue ſo much at Heart, as to attempt 


ſſuch a Service to Mankind. And Pa- 
rents ſhould ſeek ſome Sort of delight- 
mul Employments or Reoreations, for 
_ the leiſure Hours of their Sons and 


their Daughters, when they are in the 
Stage of Vouth, that they may be the 
more eaſily with- held from thoſe Di- 
verſions of the preſent Age, which are 


5 2 faſhionable, and yet ſo dangerous. 


AMoNG 


Parents who would willingly ſee their 
Children walking in the Paths of Piety 


© Lnclinations from theſo enticing Amuſs- 


ments. The Religion and Conſcience 
of many a well-inclined "Youth, have | 


Sound. But this muſt be confeſſed, 


x * * i 
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Aon theſe dangerous and modiſh 
ieee cannot forbear to men- 


tion Miduigbi-Aſſemblies, Playbouſes, 
Gaming-Tables' and Maſquerades,” Let 


and Virtue, endeavour to guard their 


been expoſed to great and imminent 
Danger, among thoſe Scenes of Vani- 


ty and Folly, to ſay no worſe. My 


though © 
ſome of my Readers will hardly forgive 


Buſineſs is not to rail at them, tf 


me that I deal with them ſo tenderly, 


and give them Names of fo ſoft a 


that if Perſons of Piety frequent them, 
they too much riſque their Character 


and their Innocence, and expoſe their 


Virtue and their Piety to great and 
needleſs Temptations : Or at leaft, by 


giving. the Sanction 1 _=_ Preſence 
at 
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at ſuch Places, and on ſuch Occaſions, 
may make themſelves acceſſary to the 

Ruin of thoſe who may be leſs Denon 

: againſt their enſnaring Tendency. 

Vr ſome of theſe Diverſions ah 

| Amuſements, are ſo charming to many 

a young thoughtleſs Creature, that no 
Riſque is thought too great to run, if 
6 they may but pleaſe their Ears and 
their Eyes, and gratify their idle and 

+ vain Inclinations, Hence theſe Houſes 5 

of Pleaſure are filled and frequented : 
Hence the Theatres are crowded, and 
Gaming-Rooms attended by Multitudes 
ol Youth, whoſe Parents have enjoyed 
the Bleſſing of a ſtricter Education: 
And though their Eſtate can ſcarce ſup- 
port the irregular Expence, yet they 
gratify their Children in theſe hazard- 
ous Recreations, and take no Pains to 
eure them of this pernicious Folly. 
Bur the Children of our Age will 
pertly reply, What, muſt we live 
like No- body? Muſt we turn old 


ec Puritans 


1 Puritans again? Muſt we look like 
« Fools in Company, Where there is 
« ſcatce any Diſcourſe: but of Plays, 

&« Operas and Maſquer ades, of Cards, 
je. *«,,Dice;and- Midnight- Aſſemblies ? And 
pray What Sin 18 there in any; E 
0 ene ct | 

To this . Finals 4 | 
ſorry to find that the Children of reli- 
gious Patents chooſe- and delight in 
Company, where theſe Things are the 
chief Subject in Conhverſation. 1 fear 
leſt God and Virtue, and the ĩmpor · 
tant Things of another World, ate ut; 
terly baniſhed out of ſuch a viſiting 
Room, here theſe Diſcourſes: are the 
chief Entertainment, and there is little 
Place foumd ſor any profitable Convers 
fation,. even about the moſt uſeful and 
valuable Affairs of this: Liſe. 
Bor, light as theſe pert Queſtions 
are, I will conſider them one fte an- 
other. Vous ſay firſt. Mut! we bolt 
oy old) Furitans ? * 
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No- body? No, my Friends, I am not 
perſwadling you to return to the Habit 
and Guile: of your - Anceſtors, Hor to 
ranſa&t your Viſits, nor to model yon 


Diverfions by the Pattern ef :fourſcore 


Fears ago. There is a certain Faſhion 


and Appearance of Things that-belongs 


to every Age: Modes of Converſation, 
and Forms of Behaviour, are ever 
| ig in this Life: And i is no 
improper Thing for Perſons, according 
to their Rank and Figure in Life, to 
conſorm themſelves to the preſent Cuſ- 
toms; as far as they care innocent, and 
hawe no evil Influence upon i ¶orality 
or Religion. But where any unhappy 
Oaſtoms prevail: in the World, that 
make an du, :yponcyour Piet), that 
endanget your Virtue; that break ihe 
good Order of religious Families,-and 


changing 


are uſually or always attended with 


ſame miſchie vous Conſequences, ſurely 


im thieſe Inftavices) it is better to lo 
=. a-Paritan,: * nn alone, 
33 9 
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than to follow the Multitude in tlie 
Road that leads to Iniquity and Mi. 
chief. A Puritan, or a Separatift, 
from the vain or dangerous Courſes of 
a vicious World, is to this Day a Name N 
of laſting Glory; though the Enemies 
of God and of your Anceſtors, may 
caſt it upon them, in a Way of Re- 


- proach; There are ſome Things in . 


which you muſt dare to be ee if 
you would be Chriſtians, and eſpeci- 
ally in a corrupt and degenerate 'Age, 
A Senſe of the Love of God ſecured to 
your Hearts, and an invard*Peace of 
Conſcience, will infinitely countervall 
the Enmity of the World, and bver- 
balance the dere of an ru 
Generation, Se ER 

Bxsipxs, if the Farailies that ptofeſs . 
Religion, and defire to preſerve Piety 
amongſt them, and to tranſmit it den 
to their Children's Children, would 
but heartily join together, in a reſolved | 
Abſtinence from theſe hazardous Di- 


oo Odd verſions, 


- 
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Z bles, and Midnight-Aſſemblies, are be- 
come the modiſh Diverſions. 


ny 


verſions, there would be no Need of 


any one of you to ſtand alone, and 


your Appearance on the Side of Virtue 
would not be Gogylar. ,... You; might 
animate and ſupport. one another with 
publick Courage, and baving God and 
Virtue on your Side, you might, in 

ſome Meaſure, bear down the Effron- 
tery and Ridicule of an Age of Vice 


and Senſuality; an Age, wherein Co- 


medies and Maſquerades, Gaming-Ta- 


Bur ſtill it may be ſaid, What Sin 


| is there i in any.of them? Bear with me 


then while I take them. in. Order one 
after another, and briefly give my Opi- 


5 nion concerning each of them. 


1, LET us begin with the Ploy- 


Bunt. It is granted, that a dramatick 


Re epreſentation of the Affairs of human 


Life, i is by no Means ſinful in itſelf 1 
am inclined to think, that valuable 


e might be made, of, this 
FE. Kind, 
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Kind, ſuch as might entertain a virtus | 
ous Audience with innocent Delight, 
and even with ſome real Profit. Such 
have been written in Frencb, and have, 


in Times paſt, been acted with Ap- 


plauſe. But it is too well known, that 
the Comedies which appear on our 


Stage, and moſt of the Tragedies too, 


have no Deſign to ſet Religion or Vir- 
tue in its beſt Light, nor to render 
Vice odious to the Spectators. In ma- 
ny of them, Piety makes a ridiculous 
Figure, and Virtue is dreſt in the Ha- 
bit of Folly ; the ſacred Name of God 
is frequently taken in vain, if not blaſ- 
phemed; and the Man of flagrant” 


Vice is the fine Gentleman, and the 
Poet's Favourite, who muſt be reward- 
ed at the End of the Play. 


Bxsiprs, there is nothing will paſs' 
on our "Theatres, that has not the Mix- 
ture of ſome amorous Intrigue : Lewd- 
neſs itſelf reigns and riots in ſome of 
their Sense 1 . is put quite out 
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af Countenance, and Modeſty is in ger- 
tain Danger there: The Youth of ſe- 
rious Religion, that ventures ſometimes 
into this infected Air, finds his Anti- 
dates too weak to reſiſt the Contagion. 
The Pleaſures of the Cloſet and devout 
Retirement are ſuſpended firſt, and 
then utterly vanquiſhed by the over- 
powering Influence of the laſt Come- 
dy: The Fancy is all over defiled, the 
vain: Images riſe uppermoſt in the Soul, 
and pollute the feeble Attempts of De- 
. votion, till by Degrees, fecret Religi- 
on is loſtand forgotten: And in a little 
Time, the Playhouſe has got ſo much 
the Maſtery of Conſcience, that the 
young Chriſtian goes to Bed after the 
Evening Drama, with as much Satis« 
faction and Eaſe, as he uſed to Go: afe 
ter Evening Prayer. | 
 . Is there have been Gre tn or 
three Plays which have been tolerably 
free-from lewd and profane Mixtures, 
there are ſome Scores or Hundreds that: 
| * 
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Asad when all the charming Powers of 


have many hateful Paſſages in them, 
for which no Excuſe can be made. 


Poeſy and Mufick, are joined with the 
gayeſt Scenes and Entertainments, to 


x aſſault the Senſes and the Soul at once, < | 


and to. drive out Virtue from the Poſe 


ſeſſon of the Heart, it is to be feared, | 
that it will not long keep its Place and 


Power there. What a Prophet of their 


anon ſays of the Court,” may-with much 


more N * Jen * "= * 


eee ee 3 
Upon whoſe magick Skirts, a thouſand Devils 
In chryſtal Forms fit tempting Innocence, 

And beckon early Virtue fron! its Centre, oy 


AxoTuzr of the Poets of the Town 
who made no great Pretences to Vir- 


tue, and who well knew the Qualities 


of the Theatre, and its miſchievous In- 
fluence, writes thus of i it, | 
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WT. lt is che uncxhauſted Magazine 5 


That locks the Land wich Vanity and sis, *q 
— By flouriſhing ſo long, EN N 
14 / -» Numbers have been undone, both old and young: | 

WA And many hundred Souls are now unbleft, © 
3 18 Which ell had ded in Peace, and found eternal 


%. 


As for any of my Friends who are 
not yet convinced of the Juſtice of theſe 
Cenſures, I intreat them to read what 
Mr. Collier, Mr. Bedford, and Mr. 
Laue have written on this Subject. 
And though I would by no Means juſ- 
tify and ſupport every Remark they 
have made, yet I think every Reader, 
who has a modeſt and pious Soul, and 
has the Cauſe of God and Virtue near 
his Heart, will be a little afraid to give 
his Preſence there, leſt he ſhould ſeem 
to encourage ſuch Incentives to Iniqui- | 
ty and Profaneneſs: : Or if he ſhould go 
thither 
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thither once, merely to ſee and know 
what it is, I will perſwade myſelf, 

will not make it his Practice, or fre- 


quent that Houſe of Infection. : 


Bur you will fay,, © There i is ſome, 
ce Advantage. to be gained by theſe 5 


« Entertainments : There is a deal of 15 


&« fine. Language in them, and faſhi- 
e onable Airs of Copverlation : There 
** are, many of the Foolerics, of Life 
«« expoſed in the Theatre, which ſuit 
© not a more ſolemn Place; and Co- 
„ medies will teach us to know the 
7 World, and to avoid the Ridicule of ; 
e the Age.” | 
Bur let my younger F = 
are ſo willing to improve in their 
Knowledge of the World and Polite- 
_ neſs, remember, that whatſoever may 
be gotten, there is much more to be 
loſt, among thoſe perilous and enticing 
Scenes of Vanity : The Riſque of their 
Virtue and ſerious Religion, can never 
be recompenced, by the learning a few 
| G5 fine 
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fine Speeches, and modiſh Airs, or the 
Correction of ſome aukward and. un- 
faſhionable Piece of Behaviour. This 
is to plunge Headlong into the Sea, 
that I may waſh off a little Dirt from 
my Coat, or to venture on Poiſon, in 
order to cure a Pimple. 

Bxsrpxs, moſt or all of theſe Ends 
might be attained by reading ſome few 
of the beſt of them in private: Though 
I confeſs, I am cautious how I recom- 
mend this Practice, becauſe I think, 
that almoſt all theſe dramatick Com- 
poſures in our Age, have ſome dan- 
gerous Mixtures in them. Thoſe Vo- 

lumes of ſhort Eſſays, which are in- 
titled the SpeFator, will give a ſuffici- 
ent Knowledge of the Ways of the 
World, and cure us of a hundred lit- 
tie Follies, without the Danger that 
there is in reading of Plays: Though 
even in thoſe very Volumes, I could 
| heartily wiſh that here and there a Leaf 
pere left out, E the Writers 

„%% 


nd 
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ſpeak too favourably of the Stage, and 
now and then (though rarely) intro- 


- duce a Sentence that would raiſe a Bluſh, A 
i the Face-of FRG: Virtue... Fe 


« 


(.) The next forbidden Diverſion 
is the Maſquerade, By all the Deſerip- 
tions that I have heard of it, it ſeems _, | 
to be a very low Piece of Foolery, fit- V 
ted for Children, and for Perſons of a 
little and trifling Genius, who can en- 
tertain themſelves at Blind- mam s-buſt. 
And as the Entertainment is much 
mcaner than that of the Theatre, ſo it 
is ſomething more hazardous to Virtue 
and Innocence. It does not ſo much 
as pretend to any ſuch Improvement of 
the Mind, as the Theatre profeſſes; 
While it lays a more dreadful Snate to 
Modeſty, and has made too, often a 
diſmal lnroad on the Morals of thoſe 
, that frequent i. b 
„ Alokcsr the various Engines 
contrived by a corrupt Generation to 
8 N Vice. and Profane neſa, and 
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n keep them in Countenance, I muſt 
oy particularly take Notice of Maſque- 


« rades, as they deprive Virtue and 
Religion of their laſt Refuge, L meant,” 
« * Shame, which keeps Multitudes of 
Sinners within the - Bounds of De- 
6 cency,. after they have broken thro' y 
« all the Ties of Principle and Conſci- 
* ence. But this Invention ſets them 
free from that Tie alſo; being nei- 
« ther better nor worſe, than an Op- 
pottunity to ſay and do there, what 
* Virtue, Decency, and good Man- 
. pers will not permit to be ſaid or 
4 done in any other Place. If Perſons 
of either 8ex will frequent lewd and 
profane Plays, or openly join them- 
« ſelves to looſe and atheiſtical Aſſem- 
„ blies of any kind, they have their 
* NReward, they are ſare to be marked 
« and branded by all good Men, as, 
E Perſons of corrupt Minds, and vi- 
Ls cious Iuclinations, who have aban- 
. doned Religion, and all Pretences to 
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« it, and given themſelves over to 
* Luxury and Profaneneſs. And as 
«. bad as the World is, this is a very 
* heavy Load upon the Characters of. | 
Men, and in Spite of all the Endea- 
. vours of Vice to bear up, and keep 
* itſelf in Countenance, it. ſinks them 
by Degrees, into. Infamy, and Con- 
c tempt, But this. pernicious Inven - 
* tion intrenches Vice and Profaneneſs 
« againſt all the Aſſaults and Impreſſi - 
* ons of Shame: And whatever Lewd-- 
« neſs may | be. concerted, whatever 
Luxury, Immodeſty, or Extrava- : 
««  gance, may be committed in Word 
<« or Deed, no one's; Reputation is at 
Stake, no one's Character is reſpon- 
., ſible for it. A Circumſtance of ſuch - 
terrible Conſequence. to Virtue. and 
« Good-Manners, that if Maſquerades- 
_. 4 ſhallever be revived (as we heartily. 
10 hope they will not) all ſerious Chri- 
e ſtians, within theſe. two great and 
« Populous Cities, will be nearly con- 
OO R955 Vo lee 24; 0 exrnad 
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* cerned to lay it to Heart, and dili- 
© ing their Friends and Neighbours, 
e againſt ſuch fatal Snares. Particu- 
« larly all who have. the Government 
and Education of Youth, ought to 
te take the greateſt Care to keep them 
* out of the Way of this dangerous 
* Temptation, and then to labour as 
ce * gainſt the ſpreading of ie. 
. J cannot forbear to add, that, all 
cc religious Conſiderations apart, this 
« is a Diverſion that no true Engliſh- 
mam ought to be fond of, when he 
6. remembers, that it was brought i in 
«"neighboating Nation; in in the laſt 
« Reign, while bis Maſter was in 
et Meaſures to enſlave us: And indeed, 
« there is not a more effectual Way to 
* enſlave a People, than firft to diſpi- 
« rit and enfeeble them by Licenti- 
Y. oma eri re en * Thus 
a 1100p 
** —— of Manner 
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far the right reverend Author, whoſe 


tempting Machineries has been ſo con- 
hor ag and honourable. 

(3.) Tur third Place of chain 
Reſort, is, the Gaming- Table. Many 
young Gentlemen have been there 
bubbled and cheated of large Sums of 
Money, which were given them by _ 
their Parents to ſupport them honour- 
ably in their Stations. In ſuch Sort of 
Shops, young Ladies are tempted: to 
ſquander away too large a Share of their 
early Allowance, if not of the Pro- 


| viſion which their Parents have made 


ning to their Language, Luck runs on 


for their whole Lives. It is a fatal 
Snare to both Sexes: If they win they 
are allured ſtill onward, while, accord - 


their Side: If they loſe, they are tempt» | 
ed to another and another Caſt of the 
Die, and enticed on ftilF to freſh 


Games, by a delufive Hope, that Fur 
une N and they ſhall revover” 
| | ud" 


Zeal for the Suppreffion of all theſe 7 
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all that they have loſt. - In the Midſt 

of theſe Scenes, their Paſſions riſe 
ſhamefully, a greedy Deſire of Gain, 
makes them warm and eager, and new 
Loſſes plunge them ſometimes into 
Vexation and Fury, till the Soul is 
quite beaten off from its Guard, and. 
Virtue and Reaſon have no Manner . 
Command over them. 

My worthy Friend Mr. Neat, i in A. 
Reformation-Sermon, has taken Occa- 
ſion not only to inform us, that © Mer- 
4 chants. and Tradeſmen. mix them- 

1 ſelves at theſe Tables with Men of 
«. deſperate Fortunes, and throw. the 
Dice for their Eſtates. But in a very 
decent and ſoft Manner of Addreſs, has 
_ enquired, „Whether publick Gaming 
in virtuous Ladies, is not a little out 
« of Character? Whether it does not 
. draw them into mixed Company, 
«and give them an Air of Boldneſs, 
« .which-is perfectly inconſiſtent with 
« * r is the Orna- 
68 ment 


* 
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þ ment of the fair Ser? Whether it 
e. does not engage them in an Habit of 

Idleneſs, and of keeping ill Hours? 
© Whether their Paſſions are not ſomes 


| times diſordered? And whether the 
©, Lofles they ſuſtain have not a Ten- 
1 deny to breed ill Blood in their Fa- 
4 milies, and between their neareſt 


© Relations? It has been often obſerv- 
t ed, that Gaming, in a-.Lady, has 
H uſually been attended with the Loſe 
<of Reputation, and ſometimes of that 
1 which is ſtill more valuable, ber Vir- 


« tue and Honour.“ Thus far Fry | 


ceeds this uſeful dero. 


Wos ill tbeſe be the diſmal and Re- 
quent Conſequences of the Gaming. 


Table, the Loſ of a little Money is one; | 
of the leaſt Injuries you ſuſtain by it. 


But what if you: ſhould ſtill come off 
Gainers? Is this the Way that God has 


taught, or allowed us to procure the: 


neceſſary Comforts of Life? Is,this a: 
Sort of Labour or Traffick, on which. 


4 

4 

: * | 
= 
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er, that your Neighbour may ſuſtain 


15 mother loſes; and conſequently, we 


this Blaſt, of this Loſs, by entering 


you can alk che Bleſſing of Heaven? 


Dan you lift up yout Face to God, and 


praꝝ, that he would ſucceed: the. Caſt 
of the Dye, the Drawing of the Lot, 


ar the Dealing out of the Cards, ſo as 


ta encreaſe your Gain, while it is the 
very genſe and Language of the Pray- 


ſo much Loſs? This is a ſad and guilty 


Circumſtance which belongs: to Gam- 


ing; that one can gain nothing but what 


cannot” aſk- a Blſing upon ourſelves, 


baut at the fame Fime we pray for a 


Blaſt upon out Neighbour. ann RN 292 
W you hope to excuſe it by fay- 
ing that my Neighbour conſents to 


into the Game, and nn 
where: there is Conſent? | 


5 1 awowes, that though he conſents 


td loſe conditionally, and upon a ventu- 


rous Hope of Gain, yet he is not wil- 


18 fuſtain the Loſs abſolutely; but 


when 


\ 


- 
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when either Chance, or bis Neigh- 
bour's Skill in the Game, has determin- 
ed againſt him, then he is conſtrained 
to loſe, and does it unwillingly ; ſo that 
he ill ſuſtains it as a Loſs, or Misfor- 
tune, or Evil. No if you aſk-a Bleſ- 
ſing from Heaven on this Way of your 
getting Money, you aſk rather abjlute- 
+, that your Neighbour may ſuſtain aꝛ—4Eg 
dition of his Hope of Gain. Your Wiſh - 
and Prayer is directly, that you may 


_ wiſh: this Good to yourſelf, but you 
wiſh the contrary Evil to him: And 
therefore 1 think, for Gain, 
cannot be conſiſtent with the Laws of | 
Chriſt, which certainly wad us. o 
wiſh Evil to our Neighbour. 

Ab if you cannot ſo lending in 
Thought, -aſk God's Bleſſing on this, 
as you certainly may on ſuch Recrea- 
tions as have an evident Tendeney in- 
Nen to exerciſe the Body, and 
relax 
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- _ relax the Mind, it feems your Conſci- 
- ence-ſecretly condemns it, and there is 
an additional Proof of its At Evil 
to you. B 
Ar the ;uſteſt Writers of Morality, 
5 and the, beſt Caſuiſts, have generally, 
if nat univerſally, determined againſt 
theſe Methods of Gain. Whatſoever 
Game may be indulged as lawful, it is 
ſtill as a Recreation, and not as a Cal - 
ling or Buſineſs of Life: And therefore 
no larger Sums ought to be riſqued or 
ventured in this Manner, than what 
may be lawfully laid out by any Per- 
ſons for their preſent Recreation, ac- 
cording to their Aten cee 
in the World. 1 
” ::Braryes.ol this, think of. tha Loſs 
of Time, and the Waſte of Life that 
is continually made by ſome who fre- 
quent theſe Gaming- Places. Think 
bow it calls away many a Youth from 
their proper Buſineſs, and tempts them 
O ahrow away hat! is not their own, 
2157 and 
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and to riſque che Subſtance; ds well as 
the Diſpleaſure of their Parents, or of 
their Maſter, at all the uncertain Ha- 


zards of à Dice-Box. Read the Pages 
which Mr. Neal has employed oft this 
Theme, in the Sermon juſt now cited": 
Read what Mr. Dorrington has written 
ſeveral Vears ago on this Subject of 
Gaming: I wiſh ſuch Diſcourſes were 
freſh in Frint, and put into the Hands 
of every one who whi _— this cy 
Oe" ein | 
64.) Tux Midnight: Selle, are 
tn laſt which I ſhall mention, of thoſe ; 
modiſh and hazardous Diverſions, | 
wherein Youth are drawn away to 
much Vanity, and plunged into, the, 
ſenſual” Gaieties of Life; and that at 
thoſe Hours, part of which ſhould be 
devoted to the Religion of the Family, | 
or the Cloſet, and part to the nightly 
Repoſe of Nature. It is acknowledged 
to be proper and heedful that young 
eben ſhould be indulged in ſome Re- 


creations, 


4 
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Gy creations, agrecable'to their Age, and 
ſiuitable to the Condition in which Pro- 
= vidence has placed them. But I would 
aſk, whether the great and only valua- 
1 ble End of Recreation, is to be expect- 
ed from theſe Midnight-Aſſemblies, 
viz, to relieue us from the Fatigues of 
Life, and to exbilerate the Spirits, Jo as 
thereby to fit us for the Duties of Life 
and Religion. Now ate theſe the pro- 
per Means to fit us for the Duties of 
either Kind? Perhaps it will be ſaid, 
that Dancing, which is practiſed in 
5 thoſe Aſſemblies, is an Exerciſe con- 
ducive to Health, and therefore a Means 
of fitting us for the Duties Life. But 
may not the Unſeaſonableneſs of the 
Midnight-Hour, prevent and over-ba- 
lance the Benefit, that might otherwiſe - 
be ſuppoſed. to ariſe from the Exerciſe ? 
Is it likely, that natural Health ſhould 
promoted. or , preſerved, by chang- 
Ing the Seaſons and Order of Nature, 
| Les *. dns thoſe Hours to Exer 
4, | 


Kar 


dect. 9. eee, uh 


dained.to'Reft ? Is the returning Home 
alter Rye or fix Hours Dancing, thto* 


the Cold and Damp of the Midnight» | 


Air, à proper Means of preſerving 
Health? Or tather, is it not more like- 
ly to impair and deſtroy it? Have nt 
the fatal Effects been too often felt? 


Have there not been Sacrificts of hu. 


man Life offered to this Midaighit Idol? 


Martyrs 
to this unſeaſonable Folly? Are there 


Have there been no fair young 


not ſome of its Slaves who are become 


feeble; labvuring under fore Diſcaſes, 


and ſome of them fallen aſleep in 
Death? Have not their M N. and 


their Dancing, inſtead of natural Reſt 


in their Beds, brought chem down to f 


Fr 


amiable Pieces of human Nature, who | 


a long Sllence in the Grade, and 
untimely Reſt in a Bed of Duſt? Th 


were lately the Joy and Hope of their 
100 indulgent Patents, are now © the 


menen their Hearts ; ; and. thofe 


ne very 


ciſe, which God and Nature have or- 
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very Exerciſes, from hence they hop- 
ed the Continuance of their Joy, a 


mme ſuppoſed Means of eee 


| Children's Health, are become an gver- 

At Spring of their; Mourning- ne 
Au a8 thoſe Midnighi-Recreations 

are badly ſuited to fit us for the Duties 
5 of of the civil Life, ſo they are worſe ſuit» 
ed. to fit us, for, or rather, they art 
more apparently oppoſite, to the Duties 
of Religion. The Religion of the Clo- 
{ct is neglected, the beautiful Regula+ 
rity and Order of the Family is bro- 
ken; and when the Night has been 
turned into Day, a, good Part of the 
next Day is turned into Night, While 
the Duties of the Morning, both to 
God me Man, ace unperformed., Thoſe 
have frequented theſe Aſſemblies, 
Len all this, and are my Witneſſes 
to; the Truth of it. Nay, the very 
Practice itſelf, at thoſe unſeaſonable 
Hours, tells all the World how much 


N they preer theſe; e Amuſe- 


5 | ments 
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ments to the Worſhip of God, iu the 
Evening and in the Morning, and to 
all the Con veniences and Decorum of 
F amily-Government. Beſides, if I 


ſpeak to Chriſtians, have you not found- 
that the Indulgence to this Sort of Di- 


verſions, which are uſually practiſed in , 


thoſe unſeaſonable Aſſemblies, leads the 
Mind away inſenſibly from God and. 
Religion, gives a Vanity to the Spirit, 
and greatly abates the ſpiritual and hea- 
venly Temper which ſhould belong to 
Chriſtians ? Hath it not taken away 
the Savour of Godlineſs and Tindure 
of Piety, from ſome younger Minds? 
And do elder Chriſtians never ſuffer by 
it? Let it be further conſidered, what 
Sort of Company you mingle with in thoſe 
 Mianight- Aſſemblies. Are they moſt 
frequented by the wiſe and pious, 'or- 


by the more vain and vicious Part f 


Mankind? Do they tend to fill your 
Mind with the moſt improving Noti-. 
on * yr Ears and your Lips with 
| = the 


ceny in Danger there? Does ſtrict Reli- 
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that frequent them never find your Pi- 


gion: and Prayer, reliſh- ſo well with 
you after thoſe gawdy Nights of Mirth- 
and Folly? And: do you then, when 
you join in thoſe Aſſemblies, practiſe 
the Commands of God, to ab//ain PR 
all Appearance of | Exul, and to ſhun the 
Paths of Temptation? Can you wg 
for a Bleſſing on your Attendance: on 
theſe- Midnight-Meetings ? Or can you 
5 hope to run into the Midſt of thoſe 
Sparks: and living Coals, and yet not 
be- burned, nor ſo much as have your 
Garments ſinged ? Are not Parents ve- 
ty generally, ſenſible, that there are 
dangerous Snares to Vouth in thoſe gay 
Dioesſions? And therefore the Mother 
will herſelf go along with her young 
Offspring, to take Care of them, and 
to watch over them; and perhaps there 
is ſcatcely any Place or Time which 
more wants the watchſu] Eye of a Su- 
Jo +, petior. 
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perlor. But here let me aſk; is this 
all the Reaſon why the Mother attends 
choſe Scenes of Vanity? Has the no 
Reliſh for them Bertary Has ſhe no 
gay Humors of her own to be gratifi- 


ed, which ſhe diſguiſes and covers, 


with the Pretence of a parental Solici- _ 
tude, for the- Virtue" and Honour of 
her Ofthpring Are there no Mothers, 
who freely Flake their Children into 
thoſe” perilous Places, where Soul and 
Body are in Danger, and are really their 
Temprerti, under a Colour of being 
their Guardians? 
Foy will plead, perhaps, that ſome 
of theſe Things are proper for the Im- 
ptovement of young People in good 
Breeding and Politensſs. They muſt 
be brought into Company, to ſee tlie 
World; and to learn how to behave 
with becomin Decency. Well, ſup- 
poſe theſe pp Boe iblics to be Academieg' 


of Politeneſs, atd' that young . People. 
attend there upon Lectures of Goode 
a es Breeding, 
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Breeding. Is there no other Time lo 
fit as Midnight, to poliſh the Youth of 
both Sexes, and to breed them well ? 
May not an Hour or two be appointed, 
at more proper Seaſons, by ſelect Com- 
panies, for mutual Converſation, and 
innocent Delight? Can there be no 
genteel Recreations enjoyed, no Leſ- 
ſons of Behaviour taught by Day-light? 
Can no Method of Improvement in 
Good-Breeding be contrived and ap- 
pointed, which ſhall be more ſecure 
from Temptations and Inconveniences? 
Are there none which are more harm- 
leſs, more innocent, of better Repu- 
tation among Perſons of firict Piety, 
and which make leſs Inroad on the 
Duties of Life, both ſolitary and ſocial, ; 
civil and religious? 

SHALL I enquire once more, what 
is done at many of thoſe Midoight-AC- 
ſemblies, before the Dance is begun, 
or when it is ended, and what i is the 
Entertainment of thoſe who are not 
engaged 
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engaged, ir in n Dancing? Are they not. ac- 
_ tive, in Gaming? Are not Cards the 
Buſineſs of the Hour ? Are not Chil- 
dren educated, by this Means, in the 
Love of Gaming? And do they, not 
hereby! get ſuch a Reliſh of it, as proves 
afterwards pernicious to them? Now 
if Gaming be not a Practice fit to be 
| encouraged, what Encouragement da 
| thoſe Aſſemblies deſerve, where Gam- 
ing is one of the chief Diverſions, or 
Buſineſs ? 5 8 
Bur it is Time to put an End to 
this Sort of Diſcourſe. I beg Pardon 
of my Readers for having drawn it out 
to ſo great a Length: For 1 have' ſaid 
too much on this Subject, for thoſe F 
who have no Inclination to theſe cri- 
minal and dangerous Diverſions; and 


I wiſh'I'may have' faid enough to.ds 
good to thoſe who have. * F | 


ro- the whole, 1 cdl it is 
the Duty of Parents, who would give 
their Children a god Education, to ſee 
1 to 


GO mak and upbappy — 
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to it that Children, in their younger 
Years, do not indulge ſuch Recreati- 


ons as may ſpoil all the good Effects 


of the pious Inſtructions, the Prayers, 
and Care of their Parents. Otherwiſe, 


8 if you encourage them in ſuch Recre- 


ations, you are building up thoſe Va- 


nities of Mind, and thoſe vicious In - 


clinations with one Hand, which you 


labour to —_— or to oy with 
the other. 
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Ll the proper Degrees of Lierty wy 


Reſtraint, in the Reucation of _ 
— Hyfrated 2 Example. 


Nature, that it is ener ready to 
run into Extremes; 3 and when we 
would recoyer ourſelves from an Ex- 


Foſs n the right . we know not 


where 
01 E K 


| 5748 to n are/ got · to Ml 
ceſs on the left. Inſtancesiof his Kind 
are innumerable, in all the Affairs of 


human Life; but it is hardly more r 


mar kable in any Thing, than in the 
ſtrict and ſevere Education of our Fa- 
thers, a Century ago, and in the moſt 
profuſe and unlimited Liberty that 'is 
indulged to Children in our Age. 


- In thoſe Days, the Sons were bred | 


up to Learning, by terrible Diſcipline: 
Every Greek and Latin Author they 
converſed with, was attended with ont 
or many new Scourges, to drive them 
into Acquaintance with him; and not 
the leaſt Miſdemeanor in Life could 


eſcape the Laſh: As though the Fa- 
ther would prove his daily Love ro hi: 


Son, by never ſparing bis Nad. Prov. 
xiii. 24. Now-a- days young Maſter 


muſt be treated with a fooliſh Fond- 
neſs, till he is grown to the Size of 


Man; and let his Faults be never fo 


H 4 


great, 


— 


en, and bis Obſtinacy bever ſo 


—_ 


+ " 
* 
— 
Re 
. 
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— 
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great, yet the Preceptor mult not let 
him hear the Name of the Rod, leſt 
the Child ſhould be frighted or hurt; 
the Advice of the wiſeſt of Men is ut- 
terly forgotten, when he tells us, that 
due Correction ſball drive out the Folly 
that is bound up in the Heart of a Child, 


Prov. xxii. 15, Or elſe they boldly 


reverſe his divine Counſel, Prov. xiii. 
24. as though they would make the 
Rule of their Practice, a direct Contra- 
diction to the Words of Solomon, (vis. ) | 
that He that ſpareth the Rod loveth bis 
Son, but be that hateth him r hi in 


Geti mes. 


Ix that Day many Children were 
kept in a moſt ſervile Subjection, and 


not ſuffered to fit down, or to ſpeak in 


the Preſence. of their Father, till they 


were come to the Age of one and twen- 
ty. The leaſt Degree of Freedom was 
_elleemed a bold Preſumption, and in- 
curred a ſharp Reproof. Now they 


are made familiar Companions to their 
Parents, 
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Parents, aloſt from the very Nurfe- 
ry; ind therefore they will hardly bear 
4 Check or Rebuke at their Hand. 
Is the Beginning of the laſt Centu- 
ry; — — to the Middle of it, 
the Children were uſually obliged to 
believe what their Parents and their 
Maſters taught them, whether” they 
were Principles of Science, or Articles 
of Faith or Practice: They were tied 
downs almoſt to every Punctilio, as 
though it were neceſfary to Salvation; 
they were not ſuffeted to examine or 
eriquire, Whether their Teachers wefe 
in the” right; and ſcarce” Knew upon 
what Grounds they were to” affent to 
the Things that were taught them; 
for it was a Maxim of all Teachers, | 
that the Learner tnuſt believe: Kg 
tem oportet ctedere. Then an iſe di 
it, or Ariftotle faid fo, was à ſùfficient 
Proof of any Propoſition in the Colle 
| ges'; aud for a Man of five #d'/twerity 

to be 2 Chriftian, and u Protefianr,” a 
5 Hs Diſſenter, 
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Diſſenter, or a, Churchman, it was. al- 
moſt Reaſon enough 10 lay, that bis 
Father was ſo. But in this Century, 
when the Doctrine of a juſt and. a- 
ſonable Liberty is better known, too 
— of the preſent. Youth: break. all 
= runs the wildeſt Degrees of Loglenels, 


YR have taught them, that they may ap- 


= themſelves: And when they have made 
2 Creed os Belief of their own, or ta- 
. ther borrowed forme Scraps of Infidelity 
from cheir vain Companians. and E- 
Wals, they fiad Pretences enqugh. to 
aft off all other Creeds at once, . 2 
well as the Counſels and Cuſtams af 
48 xeligions Fredeceſſors. 
Fur Practices of or Fathers (ſay 
v4 they) were. preciſe and fooliſh, and 
schall be v Rule for our Conduct; 


| des to have, choſen 4 Religion for 
| 


, * AR: 
1 


« ſurd 


— 


ma ON Faith were ab- 


\ 
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« ſurd and myſterious, but we will 

<< believe nothing of Myſtery, leſt our 
«© Faith ſhould be as ridiculous as 
e theirs.” Ia their younger Years, and 
before Their Reaſon is half grown, they 
pretend to examine the ſublimeſt Doo 
ttines of Chriſtianity ; and a raw an 
half-witted Boy ſhall commence an In» 
fidel, becauſe he cannot comprehend 
ſome of the glorious Truths of the 
. Goſpel, and laughs at his Elders and 
his Anceſtors, for believing what ay 
could not comprehend, - 

Tux Child now-a-days forgets that | 
| dis Pareat is obliged by all the Laws 


in his own Religion, till he is come te 
the proper Age of Diſcretion, to judge 
for himſelf; he forgets, or he will not 
| know, that the Parent is intraſted with = 

the Cate of the Souls of his young Off. 
ſpring, by the very Laws of Natuce, 
as well as by the revealed Covenants 
of Ianoreney and of Grace, The Bog 


of God and Nature, to train him up ' 
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now-a-days, forgets the Obligations he 
js under, to honour and obey the Per- 
ſons that gave him Birth; he pays no 
| Regard to the Doctrines which led on 
his Anceſtors, to the Love of God and 
Man; whereas, Doctrines that have 
ſuch Influence, claim at leaſt, ſome 
Degrees of Attention, and eſpecially 
from a Son, who has been trained up 
in them, and beheld the Effect of them, 
in the Piety of his Parents; nor will 
the very Light of Nature ſuffer him to 
depart from them, but upon the clear- 
eſt Judgment of his own mature Rea- 
ſon, a thorough and ' impartial Search 
into the Subject, the loud inward Die- 
tates of his Conſcience, and the full 
Evidence of his Parents Miſtake. | 
+ So wanton and licentious a Spirit, 
has poſſeſſed ſome of the Youth of the 
Nation, that they never think they 
have freed themſelves from the Preju- 
dices of their Education, till they have 
— off almoſt all the Yokes of 
Reſtraint 


- - — 
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Reſtraint that are laid upon them, by | 
God or Man. Some take a petulant 
Pride in laying aſide the Holy Scrip- 
tures, for the ſame Reaſon that Timo» 
thy was adviſed to continue in them, and 
that is, becauſe they have har diet 
known them from their very Childhood, 
2 Tim. iii, 15. And ſome, perhaps, 
have been laughed out of their Chriſti- 
anity, leſt it ſhould be ſaid, their Mo» 
thers and their Nurles had made them 
Chriſtians. hel ig 79) 
_ © HeRETOFORE, the Sons were ſearce 
ſuffered to be abſent from Home an 
4 Hour, without/expreſs Leave, till they 
were arrived at the Age of Man, nor 
Daughters till they were married; now, 
both Sexes take an unbounded Licence 
of roving where they pleaſe; and from 
a Dozen Years old, they forget toraſk 
Leave to wander, or to viſit where 
their Fancy leads them: At firſt, the 
Parent gives a Looſe, and winks: at it, 


* 

at 1 
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fancy themſelves compleat Men und 


{elves entirely, and tos often deſpiſe all 


fas. his Son at four and twenty, in ma- 
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and then the Child claims it an is Dax 


en. 


In thort, a left age en be Man 
Renn believe, that they were mere 
Children, and treated them as ſuch, 
till they were near thirty .Years old; 
but the prefent, gives them Leave to 


Women at twelve or fifteen ; and they 
accordingly judge and manage for them- 


Advice of their Elders. ES 775 
Now though it be ſuſiciently evi- 


dent, that both theſe are Extremes of 


Liberty or Reſtraint, yet if we judge 
by the Reaſon of Things, or by Ex- 
perience and Succeſs, ſurely the anci- 
ent Education is to be preferred before 
OI e eee e 
ther be choſen. OE 
ene by Rog 
fon, it is caſy to ſee that a Father, of 


fKfty or ſixty Years old, is fitter to judge 


oo 


— — — 
— 
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oy Matters of Importance, than a Boy 


of fifteen is to judge for himſelf. 

On if we would decide the Matter 
by Expericuce, it is plain enough that 
the Poſterity of the former Generation 
(who ate the Fathers and the Grand- 


— 


fathers of the prefers) had more of ſe- 


rious Religion and true Virtue amongſt 


them, than there is any Hope or Profi- 


p<cQ of, among the greateſt Part of 
their Children and ,Grapd-Children. 


And if I would uſe a bold Metaphor, 


1 might venture to ſay with Truth, the 
laſt Century, has brought forth 


ſolid Fruits of Goodneſs than pes of 
ſent can yet ſhow in Bloſſocms, and in 


my Opinion, this is much owing tothe. 


Negje® of the Proving-Knife, // 


Bur after all, is there no Medium 


Feen theſe two Extremes, Exicels _ 
of Confivement, and Exceſs of Liber= 
ty? May not young Underfiandings 
be allowed to ſhoot and ſpread - them- 
ſclves a little, without growing rank 


and En hog not nds ths 


kept in a due and gentle Subjection to 


their Parents, without putting Vokes 
of Bondage on them? Is there no rea! 
ſonable Reſtraint of the wild Opinions | 
and violent Inclinations of Youth, with- 
vut making Chains for the Underſtand- 
ing, and throw-ing Fetters on the Soul? 
May not the young Gentleman begin 


to act like a Man withoor forgetting 


that be is à Son? And maintain the 
full Liberty of his own Judgment with- 
dut· Inſolence and Contempt of the O- 
pimions of his Elders May not he who 
is bred up a Proteſtant; and*s Chriſtian, 


Judge freely for himſelf, without the 


Prejudices of bis Education, and yet 
continue a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant 
fill? Is it not poſſible for the Parent 
to indulge, and the Child to enjoy a 


juſt Liberty, and yet neither encourage 


nor practiſe a wild Licentiouſneſs, © 
Vs | ſurely, and there have been 
happy Inſtances in the laſt Age, and 

* ; there 
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there are ſome in this, both of Parents | 
and Children, that have learned to tread 
this middle Path, and found Wiſdom 
and Virtue” in it; Piety and Peace. 
Asatbui has bred his Son up under ſuch 
Diſcipline, as renders -them both pro- 
2 Examples to the World. | 


 EUGENTO is juſt out of his Mi- 
nority, and in the twenty ſecond Year. 
of his Age, he practiſes the Man with 
all that Virtue and Deceney, that makes 
his Father's Acquaintance covet bis 
Company ; and indeed, they may learn 
by his Diſcourſe, the Art of good Rea- 
ſoning, as well as the. Precepts of Piety 
from his Example. He is an enter 
taining Companion to the gay young 
Gentlemen his Equals; and yet Divines 
and Philoſophers, take a Pleaſure to 
have Eugenio amongſt them. He is 
careſſed by his Superiors, in Honour 
and Vears; and though he is releaſed 
from the Diſcipline of Parental Edu- 


cation, yet he treats the _- his Mo- 


ther, 


4 content ito ſee his own Vouth outſhined 
by his Son, and eonfeſſes, that Eugenio 


| of bis Nature, there was ſomething of 
a complexianal Virtue mingled with 
his Frame; but it is much more owing 
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ther, with, all that affectionate Duty, 
that could be deſired, or demanded of 
him, ten Years ago: His Father is 


already promiſes grrater * 

3 did at Thirty. 5 _ 
Ir you aſk whence theſe pr 

Qualities auite, 1 grant there was ſome 


to che wiſe Condudꝭ of is Parents from 
bis very Infancy, and the Bleſſing uf 
Divine (Grace attending their 1 
their Prayers, and their Hapes. 


H was trained wp ö 


| Cradle, 40 lall the Duties of Infant Vir- 


tue, by the Allusements of Love and 


| Reward, ſuited to his Age; and never 
was driven 4 practiſe any Thing by a 


Frown, er a haſty Word, uthere it 
was 9 for kinder Aﬀections to 
* work 
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work the ſame Effect ap n. 
and Delay. * 3; 19:b 

As faſt as his — Poems ul 
"gan to appear and exert themſclues, 
they were conducted in an cafy Track 
of Thought, 30 find out and dhſerne 
the Reaſonableneſs of every Part of his 
Duty, and the lovely Character of a 
Child obedient to Reaſon, and 40 his Pa- 
' rents, Will ; hile vr Departure from 
Duty, was ſhewn-to be ſo contraty to 
Reaſon, as laid an carly Foundation far 
Conſcience to work upon: /Coriſcience 
bagan ere to; aſſume its thee, and o 
manifeſt its Authority in Dictates an 
Repredfe, and Reflections of (Mind, 
peaceful or ꝓainſul, accotding ts his 
Behaviour. When bis Parents wbſery- 


cdl chis in prard Monitar 40 awake: in his 


Soul, they comm W n Sis out 

of their Sight. 

Wer be . ende e con- 

gewing of an Almighty and inviſible 

_ pa Mmatle uh Werid, and 
Wen nun. every 
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every Creature in it, he was taught to 
pay all due Regards to this God his 
Maker; and from the Authority and 
Love of his Father on Earth, he was 
led to form right Ideas (as far as Child- 
hood permitted) of the Power, Govern- 
ment and Goodneſs, of the univerſal and 


0 Father of all in Heaven. 
| He was informed, why Puniſhment 
was due to ab Offence againſt God or 
his Parents, that his Fear might be! 
come a uſeful Paſſion, to awaken and 
guard his Virtue; but he was inſtruct - 
ed, at the ſame Time, that where be 
beartily repented of à Fault, and re- 
turned to his Duty with new Diligence, 
there was Forgiveneſs to be obtained 
both of God and Man. 
a Ww at any Time a Friend re 
= xededifof.:bia 663 his Father, after he 
8 2 had been guilty of a Fault, he was 
= © hereby: directed into the Doctrine of 
Feſus the Mediator, between God and 
RTE he knew him as an 


* 1292 8 Interceſſor, 


* CH 
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the 


"vr * 


Interceſor, before he could well under- 


ſtand the Notion of his Sacri ifice and 
' Atonement. 


Ix his younger Noun, he paſſed but 


| twice under the · Correction of the Rod 
once for a Fit of Obſtinacy, and perſiſt⸗ 


ing in a Falſhood ; then he was given 


* 
n 


up to ſevere Chaſtiſement, and it diſ- 


pelled and cured the ſullen Humor for 


ever; and once for the Contempt of his 
Mother's Authority, he endured the 
Scourge again, and he nn K no 
more. 

HR was enticed F to 5 
c Love of Lettets, by making his Leſſon 
a Reward of ſome domeſtick Duty; 
and a Permiſſion to purſue ſome Parts 
of Learning, was the appointed Re- 
compence of his Diligence and Im- 
provement in others. cb als 

\ TrgRE. was nothing required of his 
Memory, but what was firſt (as far as 


poſſible) let into his Underſtanding: | 
And by proper Images and Repreſen- 
tations, 


_ 
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tations; ' ſuited to His Leurs, be Was 
taught to form ſome Condeption of the . 
Things deſcribed, before he was bid 
to learn the Words by Heart. Thus 
be was freed from tlie Dunger of trea · 
ſuring up the Cant and Jargon of mere 
Names,. adac af 0 nn n 
YE. *.> 2 * 
Win day able" Ach 2 
Notions: occurred; it his Courſe of 
Learning, his Preceptor poſtponed 
them, till he had gone through that 
Subject in a more ſuperficial Way; for 
this Purpoſe he paffed twice through 
all the Sciences; and to mak the Doc- | 
trines of Chriftianity eaſy to him in his 
Childhood, he had two or three Cate 
chiſms compoſed” by His Tutor, each 
of them ſuited to his more eatly or 
more improved Capacity, till at twelve 
Years old, he was thought fit to learn 
that publick Form, which is more uni- 
8 nd bs... genre 


As 
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As he was inured to Reafoning ftom 
his Childhood, ſo he was inſtructed to 
prove every Thing, according to the 
Nature of tlie Subject, by natural or 
moral Arguments, as far as his Years 
would admit: And thus he drew much 
of his early Knowledge from” Reaſon, 
or from Revelation, by the Force of 
his Judgment, and not merely from 
his Teachers, by the EA of his 
Memory. 8545 
His Parents were nerfivaded! indeed; 
that they ought to teach him the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue while he was a Child, 
and the moſt important Truths of Re- 
ligion, both natural and revealed, be- 
fore he was capable of deriving tbem 
from the Fund of his own Reaſon; or 
of framing a Religion for himſelf, out 
of ſo large a Book as the Bible. They 
thought themſelves under the Obliga- 
tion of that divine Command, Train 
up a Child in the May that be ſhould'go, - 
and when be is old be will not” deparr 
DI EY from 


from it. Prov. xxij. 6. And therefore 
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from a Child they made bim acquainged 


ieh the boly Scriptures, and perſwaded | 


bim to believe that they were given by 


' the Inſpiration of God, before it was 


poſſible for him to take in the Argu- 
ments from Reaſon, Hiſtory, Traditi- 
on, Sc. which muſt be joined together 
to confirm the ſacred Canon, and prove 
the ſeveral Books of the Bible to be 
Divine. Thus like Timothy, he conti- 


nued in the Things which be had learned 


and had been aſſured of, knowing of 
whom be had learned them. 2 Tim. iii. 
14, 15, 16. Yet as his Years advanced, 

they thought it requiſite to ſhow him 
the ſolid and rational Foundations of 
bis Faith, that his Hope might be built 
upon the Authority of God, and not 


of Men. | 


Tuvs the Apoſtles wo Prophets 
were made his early Companions; and 
being inſtructed in the Proofs of the 
Chriſtian Region, and the divine Ori- 

Sina 
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ginal of his Bible, he pays a more con- 
ſtant and ſacred Regard to it, ſince his 
Judgment and Reaſon aſſure him, that 


it is the Word of God, than when; he 


was a Child, and believed it becauſe 
his Mother told bim fo. He reads the 


Scriptures daily now, not like the Leſ. 
ſons of his Inſancy, but as the infalli- 


ble Rule of his Faith and Practice: 


He ſearches them every Day in his 


Cloſet, not to confirm any Atticles and 
Doctrines that he is teſolved to believe, 
but (as the noble Bereans did) to ex- 
amine and. try, whether thoſe Doctrines 
and Articles ougbt to be believed or 

no, which he Was W in the Ma 
„„ Ta) 
AFTER he W 00 at alleen i was | 
ſuffered to admit nothing into his full 
Aſſent, till bis Mind ſaw the tationel 
Evidence of the Propoſition jiſelf; or 


1 | where 


at leaſt till he felt the Power of thoſe 
Reaſons which obliged him to aſſent iy 
| open moral Evidence and Teſtimony. 
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where the Evidences of Senſe or of 
Reaſon were not to be expected. He 
knew that he was not to hope for ma- 
thematical Proofs, that there is a Pope 
at Rome, that the Turks have Domini- 
on over fudea, that St. Paul wrote an 
Epiſtle to the Remans, that Chrift was 
crucified without the Gates of Jeruſa- 
km, and that in three Days Time he 
roſe from the Dead ; and yet that there 
is juſt and reaſonable Evidence to en- 
- force and ſupport the Belief of all theſe. 
Where Truths were too ſublime for 
preſent Comprehenſion, he would ne- 
ver admit them as a Part of his Faith, 
till he ſaw full Evidence of a ſpeaking 
ook and a Divine Revelation. ” 

His Tutor never impoſed any Thing 
on him with a magiſterial Air, but by 
Way of Advice, recommended to him 
ſuch Studies and ſuch Methods of Im- 
ent, as his Experience had long 
approved; he gave frequent Hints of 
the * of ſome PO and the 
fatal 


b 4 r 
, * 
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fatal Conſequences of ſome modiſh and = 


miſtaken Principles. He let him know 


generally what Sentiments he himſelf 
| embraced among the divided Opinions 
of the Age; and what clear and com- 
Prehenſive Knowledge, what Satisfac- 


tion of Judgment, Serenity of Mind, 


and Peace of Conſcience, were to be 


found in the Principles which he had 


choſen; but he exhorted bis Pupil ſtill 
to chooſe wiſely for himſelf, and led 
him onward in the Sciences, and in 
common and facred Affairs, to frame 


his own Sentiments by juſt Rules of 
Reaſoning : Though Eugenio did: not 


 ſuperſtitiouſly confine his Belief to the _ 
Opinions of his Inſtructor, yet he could 


not but love the Man that indulged 


him ſuch a Liberty of Thought, and 
gave him ſuch an admirable Clue, by 
which he let himſelf into the Secrets 
of Knowledge, human and divine: 
Thus under the happy and inſenſible 
R nen of ſo prodent Superviſor, 5 
f 4" NOS be 


- 1 % 


 _—_— 


- 
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he traced the Paths of Learning, and 


enjoyed the unſpeakable Pleaſure of be- 
ing his own Teacher, and of framing 
his Opinions himſelf, By this Means, 
he began early to. uſe bis Reaſon: with 
Freedom, and to judge for himſelf 
without a ſervile Submiſſion to the Au- 


thority of others; and yet to pay a juſt 
and ſolemn Deference to Perſons of 
Age and Experience, and particularly 
to thoſe who were the propet and ap- 
pointed Guides of his Youth, and who 
led him on ſo gently. in the Paths of 
Knowledge. . n. 
He loves to call himſelf by the ho- 
nourable Name of a Cbri/tian, - and 
though his particular Sentiments ap- 
"proach much nearer to the Opinions 
of ſome Parties than to others; yet he 
likes not to be called by the Name of 
any Party, for he is wiſe and bold e- 
nough to be a Bigot to none. He prac- 
tiſes a noble and an extenſive Charity 
to e that in nel Matters, differ 
| W_y 
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widely from him, if they do but main- 
tain the moſt eſſential and neceſſary 


Parts of "Chriſtianity; nor does he ſe- 


clude them from his Communion, nor 
with-hold himſelf from theirs'; but as 


the Providence of God gives him juſt 
Occaſions, he eats and drinks with them 


at the Table of their common Lord, 


provided always that they impoſe no- 


thing upon his Fractice, e to his 


Conſciencs a Einige ol a Ea 

Ver his Charity b has its Limits too: 
| For he hardly knows how to worſhip 
the Son of God in the moſt ſolemn Or- 
dinance of Communion, with thoſe 
that eſteem him but a mere Man; nor 
can he join with an Aſſembly of pro- 


fefled Secinians, to commemorate the 


Death of Chriſt, who! deny it to be a 
proper Adnement® Yor Us _ of 
Men. | 111.4 (A143 3; 214% } 
-..Hz dares to believe: hel Dorines of 
Original Sin, the Satisfaction of Chriſt, 


tho Inflaences'of the bleſſed Spirit, and 
(1! I 3 other 
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other deſpiſed Truths of the Goſpel-z 
and this, not becauſe his Anceſtors be · 
lieved them, but becauſe he cannot 
avoid the Evidence of them in Scrip- 
ture. And if in ſome few Points of 
leſs Importance, he takes Leave to 
differ from the Sentiments of bis El- 
ders, it is with ſuch a becoming Mo- 
deſty, that convinces his Father how 
unwilling he is to diſſent from him; 
and yet he maintains his Opinion with 
ſuch an Appearance of Argument, and 
ſuch an honeſt Concern for Truth and 
Piety, that makes it plain to his Friends, 
that he is under the ſtrong Conſtraint 
of an inward Convidtion. Thus, tho 
he has perhaps ſome new Apprehenſi - 
ons of Things, yet he is by no Means 
led into them by a licentious Humor 
of oppoſing his Teachers, nor a wanton 
Pride of Free- thinking. 
H was not kept a Stranger to the 
was he let looſe amongſt them, either 


2 © in 
** ; 
* 
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in Books or in Company, without a 
Guard and a Guide, His Preceptor let 


him know the groſs Miſtakes and Ini- 
quities of Men, ancient and modern, 
but inlaid him with proper Principles of 


Truth and Virtue, and furniſhed him 


with ſuch Rules of Judgment, as led 
him more eaſily to diſtinguiſn between 


SGSood and Bad; and thus be was ſe> 


_ euced-ogainſi the Infection and the Poi- 


| fon;both of the Living and the Dead. 


avoid the bantering Tribe of Mortals, 
and was inſtructed to diſtinguiſh a Jeſt 


from an Argument, ſo that a loud 
Laugh at his Religion, never puts him 
nor his Faith out of Countenance, He 
is ever ready to render a Reaſon of his 


Chriſtian Hope, and to defend his 


Creed ; but he ſcorns to enter the Liſts 
with ſuch a Diſputant, that has no Ar- 


tillery but Squib and Flaſh, no Argu- 


ments beſides Grimace and Ridicole. 
Thus he ſupports the Character of a 


14 Chriſtian 


Is had early Cautions given him to 


\ 
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Chriſtian. with Honour; he - confines 


his Faith to his Bible, and his Practice 
to all the Rules of Piety; and yet 
- thinks as freely as that vain Herd of 


Atheiſts and Deiſts, that arrogate the 
Name of Fret-Thinkers to themſelves, 

Vo will enquire, perhaps, how he 
came to attain ſo manly a Conduct in 


Life, at ſo early an Age, and how 


every Thing of the Bey was worn off 
ſo ſoon. Truly, beſides other Influen- 


ces, it is much owing to the happy 


Management of Erafte, (that was the 
Name of the Lady his Mother) the 
was frequent in the Nurſery, and in- 
ſpired Sentiments into his Childhood 
becoming riper Years. When there 


was Company in the Parlour, with 


whom ſhe could uſe ſuch a Freedom, 
ſne brought her Son in among them, 
not to entertain them with his own 
Noiſe, and Tattle, and Impertinence, 
but to hear their Diſcourſe, and ſome- 
times to ankrer a little Queſtion or two 
A $45; they 
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they might aſſle bim. When he was 


grown up to a Vouth, he was often 


admitted into the Room with his Fa- 


ther's Acquaintance, and was indulged 
the Liberty to aſk and enquire on Sub- 


jects that ſeemed to be above his Years: 


He was encouraged to ſpeak a Sentence 
or two of his o¼n Thoughts, and thus 


to learn and practiſe a modeſt Aſſur- 
ance; But when the Company Was 


gone, he was approved and praiſed if 1 


he had behaved well, or received kind 
Hints of Admonition, that he might 
know when he had been too ſilent, 
and when too forward to ſpeak. Thus 
by enjoying the Advantage of Society, 
above the Level of his own Age and 
Underſtanding, be was always aſpiting 


to Imitation; and the Exceſſes and De- 


fects of his een were 1 

wm cured. | 3187 
HIS Curiolity: 1 was | RG, 

Ore new Sights and Scenes, as often 


AS Hin Parents could do it with Conve- 


I 5 nience, 
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and Inconvenience, the Purſuit of them 
was abſolutely forbidden; but it was 
done in fo kind a Manner, as made the 


ono Com * till it appeared 


178 Proper Degrees of Liberty beg. 10. 


nience, that he might not ſtare and 
wonder at every ſtrange Object or Oc- 


currence; but he was made patient of 
Reſtraint and Dil it, When 

he ſeemed to indulge an exceſſive De- 
fire of any needleſs Diverſion.” If he 


ſought any criminal Pleaſures, or Di- 


verſions, attended with great Danger 


Guilt or Peril. of them appear in the 
ſtrongeſt Light, and thereby they were 
rendered hateful or formidable, rather 


than the Objects of With or Deſire, * 


Wurn Eugenio firſt began to go a- 
broad in the World, his Companions 
were recommended to him by the Pru- 
dence of hie Parents; or if he choſe 
them himſelf, it was Rtill within the 


'Reach of his Tutor's Obſervation, or 


the Notice of his Father's Eye: Nor 
was he ſuffered to run looſe” into pro- 


that 
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that his Mind was furniſhed with ſteady 
Principles of Virtue, till he had Know- 
ledge enough to defend thoſe Principles, 
and to repel the Aſſaults that might 
be made upon his Faith. And for 
this Reaſon, till he was twenty Yearg 
old, he gave Account to his Superiortz 
how he ſpent the Day, whenſoever lie 
wa abſent from them, though they 
did not at that Age require that he 
| ſhould aſk. formal Leave for a few 
Hours Excurſion. 
ver it was hardly thought fi to 
traſt him to his own Conduct for whole 
Days together, leſt he ſhould meet 1 
with Temptations too hard for his 
Virtae, till he had gained Reſolution | 
enough to ſay NO boldly, and to 
maintain an obſtinate Refuſal of perni- 
cious Pleaſures, He was told before- 
hand, bow the Profane and the Lewd - 
would uſe all the Arts of Addreſs, and 
how, ſubtilly they would practiſe wpon 


1 uu Humor, with powerful and 
tempting i 


1 
F 3 
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tempting Importunities. - This ſet him 
ever upon his Guard, and though he 


cCattied his Sweetneſs of Temper al- 
_ ways about with him, yet he learned 


to conceal it whereſoever it was neither 


proper or ſafe to appear. By a little 


Converſe in the World, he found that 


it was neceſſary to be poſitive, bold 


and unmoveable, in rejecting every 


Propoſal which might endanger his 
Character or his Morals : Eſpecially as 


he ſoon became ſenſible, that a ſoft and 
cold Denial gave Courage to new At- 
tacks, and left him liable to be teized 


with freſh Solicitations. He laid down 


this therefore for a conſtant; Rule, that | 
where: his Reaſon had determined any 
Practice to be either plainly ſinful, or 


utterly inexpedient, he would give ſo 


firm a Denial, upon the Principles of 


Virtue and Religion, as ſhould for ever 


diſcourage any ſurther Solicitations. 


This gave him the Character of a Man 


_ 7 aal Virtue, even among the 


Et: 4, 165 My Rakes 


*. 


* 


* 7 


gect. 10. and Reſtraint ina Son. 181 
Rakes of the Time, nor was he ever 


eſteemed the leſs on this Account. At 
firſt indeed, he thought it a happy Vic- 
tory, which he had gotten over him · 


ſelf,» when he could defy the Shame of 
the World, and reſolve to be a Chris. 
ſtian in the Face of Vice and Infideli- 


ty: He found the ſhorteſt Way to con- 
quer this fooliſh i Showe, was io res 
nounce it at once: Then it was eaſy 


to practiſe Singularity, amidſt a pro. 


fane Multitude. And when he began 
to get Courage enough to profeſs reſo- 


late Piety without a Bluſn, in the Midſt 


of ſuch Company as this, z4gathus and 
Eraſte then permitted their, Son to tra- 


vel abroad, and to ſee mote of the 


World, undder the Protection of their 


daily Prayers. His firſt Tour wðas 
through the neighbouring Counties of 


England, he aſterward enlarged the 


Circuit of his Travels, till he had viſit- 


ed foreign Nations, and learned the 


Value of his on TAE M39 29 5 | 
11 9 ; Iw 


3 


Liberty, and managed with ſuch Pru- 
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I x ſhort, the Reſtraints of his ybung- 


er Vears, were te with ſo much 


dence and Tenderneſs, and theſe Bonds 
of Diſcipline were ſo gradually looſen · 


ed; as faſt as he grew wiſe enough to 


govern himſelf, that Eugenio always 


carried about with him an inward Con- 


viction of he great Love and Wiſdom 


ok his Parents and his Tutor. The 


Hlamors of the Child now and then 


felt ſome ReluQtance againſt the pious 
Diſcipline of his Elders ; but now he 


is arrived at Man, there is nothing 


that he looks back upon with greater 
Satisfaction, than the Steps of their 
Conduct, and the Inſtances of his own 


Submiſſion. He oſten recounts theſe 
Things with Pleaſure, as ſome of the 


chief Favours of Heaven, whereby he 
was guarded through all the Dangers 
and Follies of Youth and Childhood, 
and effectually kept, through Divine 


Grace operating by theſe happy Means, 
* 6 15 from 


— 
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from a'thouſand' Sorrow, and 'porturs 
from everlaſting Ruin. 


 Troven he has been releaſed ſome 
Years from the Strictneſs of Paternal 
Government, yet he ſtill makes bis Pa- 


rents his choſen Friends: : And thou gh 


they ceaſe to practiſe Authority upon 
him, and abſolute Command, yet he 
pays the utmoſt Deference to "their 
Counſels, and to the firſt Notice of 
their Inclinations. You ſhall never 
find him reſiſting and debating againſt 


their Deſires and Propenſities in little 


common Things of Life, 'which are 
indifferent in themſelves ; ; 0 thinks it 
carries in it too much Contempt of 


thoſe, whom Goch and Nature requires 


him to honour.” In thoſe Inſtances of 
Practice, ele they utterly forbid in 


their Family, be wr fo tender a Re- 
gard to their Peace, that he will ſcarce 
ever allow himfelf in them, even' when 
he cannot fee ſufficient Reaſon to 
nounce them unlawſul. Nor does he 
Ws, * 


x 


— 
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| pay this Regard to his Parents alone, 


but denies himſelf in ſome Gratificati- 


ons which he eſteems innocent, out of 
[Regard to what he accoynts the miſ- 


taken Judgment of ſome pious Perſons | 
with whom be converſes and worſbips, 
They are weak, perhaps, in their Au- 
ſteriti 10 but St. Paul has taught him, 
chat the Strong ought to bear with the. In- 
 firmities of the Weak, and not to pleaſe 
themſelves to the Offence of the Church of 
God. This he obſerved to be the con- 


ſtant Practice c of _ Agathus and Eraſie, | 
and he maintains a great Regard to the 


Examples of ſo much Piety and Good- | 


neſs, even though his Reaſon does not 


lead him always to embrace their Opi- 
nions, . Whenſoever he enters into any 
important AQion- of Life, he takes a 
filial Plęaſute to ſeek Advice, from his 


worthy Parents, and it is uneaſy to him 


to attempt any 1 of Moment with- 


out it. He does pot indeed univerſally 


practiſe, hex Sentiments, but he 


gains 


* 
* 
LOT 
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gains their Conſent to follow his own 
Reaſon and Choice. 


Some of the wild young Gentlemen 


of the Age, may happen to laugh at 


him for being ſo much a Boy ſill, and 


for ſhewing ſuch;Subjeion to, the old- 
Folks, (as they call them:) With a 


ſcornful Smile they bid him, % Break 
*« off his Leading - Strings, and caſt à· 
„ way bis Vokes of Bondage. But | 


for the moſt Part he obſeryes, that the 


ſame perſons ſhake off. all Yokes at 


once, and at once break the Bonds of 


Nature, Duty and Rel gion: They 


pay but little Regard N, their Superior 
in Heaven, any more than to.thoſe-on 
Earth, and have forgot. God and their 
Parents together.! Nor. will I ever 
« be moved (fays be) with. the, Re- 


« proaches of thoſe, who, make a Jeſt 


of Things ſacred as well as civil, and 
ce, treat their Mother and their Maker 
a with the ſame eee 2 x 
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SECT. M. 


o proper Degrees of Liberty and Re. 
Araint, in the Education of Daug b. 


- een. ol 9 25 


ri is ih that Youth ſhould W 

. laid under ſome Reſtraint. When oh 
our Indlitiations | are violent, and our 
N Wenk, it was a wiſe Provi- 


ſion of God our Creator, that we ſhould 
be under the Conduct of thoſe who 


were born before us; and that we 
ſhould de bound ts "obey then, who | 


have an innate Solicitude for our "Ha p- 


pineſs, and are much fitter to judge for 
our Advantage, than we ourſelves can 
be! in that early Part of Life. 


Bor it may be ſaid, Liberty s ſo 
_ glorious a Bleſſing, that furely it ought 
not utterly to be taken away from the 
Young, leſt .their Spirits be cramped 
_ red, ond the growth of their 

Souls 
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Souls ſo dated by a narrow and ſevere 
Reſtraint, that they act all theit Lives _ 
| like- Children under Age. Or ſome- 
times, a too rigid Confinement will 
have the contrary Effect, and make 
the Impatience of Vouth break out be- 
yond all Bounds, as ſoon as ever they 
22 the firſt Reliſh of Freedom. 
Bur O ho exceeding difficult it is 
to hit the middle Way! 1 How hard er 
Parents to manage their own Autbori- 8 
ty with ſo much Genileneſs, and and to 
regulate the Liberties of the Children 
with ſo wwiſe a Diſcipline, as to fall in- 
to neither Extreme, nor give unhappy 
Occaſion for Cenſure Though I have 
ſpoken my Opinion freely, that it is _ 
ſafer to err on the Side of en 
| than of exceſſive Indulgence. | 
-ANTIGONE hid — | 
Mother, but ſhe died young: Anti- 
gone,” with her elder Sifter, from their 
very Infancy, were placed under a 
| eg am Cate. The good old 


9 
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GSentlewoman, trained them up pre- 
ciſely in the Forms in which ſhe her- 
ſelf was educated, when the Modes of 
Breeding, bad (it muſt be confeſſed) 
too much Narrowneſs and Auſterity. 
She gave them all the good Inſtructi- 
ons ſhe had received from her Anceſ- 
tors, and would ſcarce ever ſuffer them 
to be out of her Sight. She ſaw the 
eldeſt well married at fiye and twenty, 
and ſettled. in a Courſe of Virtue and 

| Religion: She found her Zeal and pi- 
ous Care attended with Succeſs in ſeve- 
ral of her Poſterity, an. ſhe depatted 
this Life in Peace. 
Bur unhappy Aer dale! a dif- 
ferent Turn: She was let looſe: into 
the World with all her Poſſeſſions and 
Powers in, ber-own Hand and falling 
into vain, Company, the got ſuch a Taſte 
of unbounded, Liberty, and: modiſh Vi 
ces, that ſhe could never refle& upon the 
JE. Method of ber own 1 ane 
angty Remarks or Ridicule,/.. 
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Wurm ſhe came to have Children 
of her own, ſhe: ſtill retained the Re- 
ſentment which ſhe had conceived at j 
the Conduct of her Grandmother, and 
therefore ſhe reſolved that her Daugh- 
ters ſhould. be bred up in the Were 
Extreme. Linn 534: LE 
IN my younger Times (aid die) 
« we were kept hard to the Labour of 
the Needle, and ſpent fix: Hours a 
Day at it, as though I were to get my 
«© Bread. by my Finger's Ends; but a 
« little of that Buſineſs ſhall-ſerve theſe 
« Children, for their Father has left 
« them good Fortunes of their;own. © 
Wi were not ſuffered to read any 
15 Thing but the Bible and Sermon- 
% Books; but I ſhall teach mine po- 
te liter Leſſons out of Plays and Ro- 
* mances, that they may be acquaint- 
« ed with the World betimes. 
„My elder Siſter was ſcarce” ever 
e allowed to - ſpeak in Company till 
10 een * and it-was a tire- 
| At ſome 
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- +. ſome Length of Years before that 
2 Day came. The old Proverb ran 
. .< thus, That a Maiden muſt be ſeen, 
« and not beard: But 1 hope my little 
« Daughters'will not be dumb. | 
. « Weg were always confined'to dwell 
_ « at Home, unleſs ſome extraordinary 
«. Occafion called us abroad, perhaps 
„ once in a Month, or twice in a 
.« Summer. We were taught to play 
t the good Houſewife in the Kitchen 
% and the Paſtry, and were well 
ce inſtructed in the Conduct of the 
c Broom and Duſter; but we knew 
4 nothing of the Mode of the Court, 
« and the Diverſions of the Town. I 
« ſhould be aſhamed to ſee theſe young 
1 Creatures that are under my Care, 
«fo aukward in Company at fourteen 
« as I was at four and twenty,” 
Axp thus Antigone brought up het 
young Family of Daughters agreeably 
to her own looſe: Notions 3 for ſhe had 
formed her Sentiments of Education 
N merely 
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merely from the Averſion ſhe had con- 
ceived. to the Way of her Elders, and 
choſe the very reverſe of their Conduct 
for her Rule, becauſe their Piety and 
Wiſdom had a little be of Tn. 
and Stiffneſs attending it. 


Tun young Things, under their 
Mother's Eye, could manage the Tea- 
Table at ten Years old, when they 


could ſcarce read a Chapter in the New 


Teſtament. At fourteen they learned 
the Airs of the World; they gad a- 
broad at their Pleaſure, and will hardly 
ſuffer Antigone to direct them, or go 
with them; they deſpiſe the old Wo- 
man betimes, for they can viſit without 
her Attendance, and prattle en, 
without her prompting. | 
Sur led or ſent them to the Play- 
houſe twice or thrice a Week, where 
a great Part of their natural Modeſty is 
worn off and forgotten: Modeſty, the 
Guard of youthful Virtue ! They can 
talk love ſtories. out of Cleopatra ; they 


are 
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are well practiſed already in the Arts 
of Scandal, and for want of better Fur- 
niture of Mind, Emptineſs and Imper- 
tinence, Ribbands and Faſhions, gay 
Gentlemen, and wanton Songs, ever 
dwell upon their Tongue. They have 
been taught ſo little to ſet a Guard up- 
on themſelves, that their V irtue is much 
ſuſpecled . But (be that as it will) they 
are ſeized and martied before ſixteen, 
being tempted away to bind themſelves 
for Life, to a laced, Coat andi a faſhi- 
onable Wig. Thus Children ſet i up at 
once to . govern a Family; but . ſo ig- 
norant in all thoſe Concerns; that from 
the Garret to the Kitchen, the whole 


_ Houſe is entirely ruled by the Humor 


- 


of the Servants, becauſe the young 


_ Miſtreſs knows not how. to inſtruct or 
correct chem. There is neither Reli- 
gion nor Prudence among them, at 
Home or Abroad. Thus they, make 
Haſte to Ruin and Miſery i in this World, 
without Thou ght or Hope of be World 


to 
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to come, and the Heaven or the Hell | 


that await us there. 


" ANTIGONE ſees her own Miſ- 

take too late; and though ſhe has not 
ſo juſt a Senſe and Horror of their looſe 
and profane Life, as would become 
her Years, yet ſhe is vexed to ſee her- 
ſelf neglected ſo ſoon, and ſcorned by 
her own Children; but ſhe confeſſes 
with a Sigh, that ſhe has led them the 


Way, by laughing fo often at ber good 
old Grandmother. 


How much wiſer is Plreniſſ in the 


Education that ſhe gives her Daugh- 
ters, who maintains a happy Medium 
between the Severity of the laſt Age, 
and the wild Licence of this! She ma- 
nages her Conduct towards them with 
ſuch an admirable Felicity, that though 
ſhe confines them within the ſacred 
Limits of Virtue and Religion, yet 
they have not a wiſh beyond the Li- 
berties which they daily enjoy. 


_ PH RONITSSA, when her Daugh- 
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ters were little Children, uſed to ſpend 
ſome Hours daily in the Nurſery, and 
taught the young Creatures to recite 
many .a pretty Paſlage out of the Bi- 
ble, before they were capable of read- 
ing it themſelves ; yet at ſix Years old, 
they read the Scriptures with Eaſe, and 
then they rejoiced to find the ſame Sto- 
ries in Genefis, and in the Goſpels, which 
their Mother had taught them before, 
As their Years advanced, they were 
admitted into the beſt Converſation, 
and had ſuch Books put into their 
Hands, as might acquaint them with 
the Rules of Prudence and Piety, in 
an eaſy and familiar Way : The read- 
ing the Lives of eminent Perſons who 
were Examples of this Kind, was one 
of the daily Methods ſhe uſed, at once 
to inſtru and entertain them. By 
ſuch Means, and others which ſhe 
wiſely adapted to their advancing Age, 
they had all the Knowledge beſtowed 
upon them, that could be ſuppoſed 

| proper 


Beet. 11. and Refrrdint in Pe, 195 


per for Women, and that might 
render their Character honourable and 
uſeful in the World. 


As for Plays and Romances, As 


were ever bred up in a juſt Apprehen- 
fion of the Danger and Miſchief of 
them : Collier's View of the Stage was 
. early put into their Cloſets, that they 


might learn there the hideous Immo- 


rality and Profaneneſs of the Engh/ſb 
Comedies; and by the Way, he forbids 
us to hope from our tragical Poets a 
much ſafer Entertainment. There they 
might read enough to forbid their At- 
tendances on the Playhouſe, and fee 
the Poiſon expoſed, without Danger 
of the Infection. The Servants that 
waited on them, and the Books that 
were left within their Reach, were ſuch 
as neyer corrupted their Minds with 
impure Words or Images. 


Lox has Phroniſſa known that do- 


meſtick Virtues are the Buſineſs and 
the Honour of her Sex. Nature and 
K 2 Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory agree to aſſure her, that the 
Conduct of the Houſhold is committed 


to the Women, and the Precepts and 


Examples of Scripture confirm it. She 
educated her Daughters therefore in 
conſtant Acquaintance with all F amily 
Affairs, and they knew betimes what 
belonged to the Proviſions of the Ta- 
ble, and the Furniture of every Room. 
Though her Circumſtances were con- 
ſiderable in the World, yet, by her 
own Example, ſhe made her Children 
know, that a frequent Viſit. to the 
Kitchen was not beneath their State, 
nor the common menial Affairs too 
mean for their Notice, that they might 
be able hereaſter to manage their own 
Houſe, and not be directed, impoſed 


upon, and perhaps ridiculed by their 


own Servants. 


THEy were initiated early in the 
Science of the Needle, and were bred 
up ſkilful in all the plain and flowery 
Arts of it; but it was never made a 


Taſk 
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| Taſk nor a Toil to them, nor did they- 
waſte their Hours in thoſe nice and te- 
dious Works, which coſt our female: 
Anceſtors ſeven Years of their Life, and: 
Stitches without Number. To render 
this Exerciſe pleaſant, one of them al- 
ways entertained the Company with 
ſome uſeful Author, while the reſt | 
were at Work; every one had Free- 4 
dom and Encouragement to ſtart what 
| Queſtion the pleaſed, and to make 
any Remarks on the preſent Subject, 
that Reading, Working and Conver- 
fation, might fill up the Hour with. 
Variety and Delight. Thus while their " 
Hands were making Garments. for 
- themſelves, or for the Poor, their Minds; 
were enriched with Treaſures of human. | 
and divine Knowledge. 

Ar proper Seaſons the young La- 
dies were inſtructed in the gayer Ac- 
compliſhments of their Age: But they 

were taught to eſteem the Song and 
the Dance, ſome of their meaneſt Ta- 
lents, becauſe they are oſten forgotten 
K 3 in 


| 


_— 


_ P 


J 98 Proper Degrees of Liberty SeR. x . 
in advanced Vears, and adds but little 


to the Virtue, the ndr, or ng . 
pineſs of Life. 


PHRONITSSA herſelf v was foright- 
ly and active, and ſhe abhorred a floth- 
fal and lazy Humour ? Therefore ſhe 
conſtantly found out ſome inviting and 
agreeable Employment for her Daugh- 
ters, that they might hate Idleneſs as a 
miſchievous. Vice, and be trained up 
to an active and uſeful Life. Yet ſhe 
perpetually infinuated the ſuperior De- 
lights of the Cloſet, and tempted them 
by all divine Methods, to the Love of 
devout Retirement. Whenſoever ſhe 
| ſeemed to diſtinguiſh them by any pe- 
culiar Favours, it was generally, upon 
fome new Indication of- early Piety, or 
ſome young Practice of a een 6 
Virtue.. 
Tux were ite to receive Viſits 
in Forms agrecable to the Age; and 
though they knew the Modes of Dreſs 
ſufficient to ſecure them from any Thing 
auk ward or — yet their 

Minds 
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Minds were ſo well furniſhed with rich- 
er Variety, that they had no Need to 
-run to thoſe poor and trivial Topicks, 
to exclude Silence and Dulneſs from 
the Drawing-Room. They would not 
give ſuch an Affront to the Underſtand- 
ings of the Ladies their Viſitants, as to 
treat them with ſuch Meanneſs and Im- 
pertinence; therefore, all this Sort of 
Converſation was reſerved almoſt en- 
tirely for the Minutes appointed to * 
Milliner and the Tire- woman. 


HERE I muſt publiſh it to their Ho- 
your, to provoke the Sex to Imitation, 
that though they comported with the 
F aſhion in all their Ornaments, ſo far 
as the Faſhion was modeſt, and could 
approve itſelf to Reaſon. or Religion, 

yet Phroniſſa would not ſuffer their 
younger Judgments fo far to be impoſe 
ed on by Cuſtom, as that the Mode 
ſhould be entirely the Meaſure of all 
Decency to them. She knew there is 
ſuch a Thing as natural Harmony and 
ol ata the Beauties of Co- 

5 llour 
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Jour and Figure, her Delicacy of Taſte 
was exquiſite; and where the Mode 
run counter to Nature, though ſhe in- 
dulged her Daughters to follow it in 
ſome - innocent Inſtances, becauſe ſhe 
loved not to be remarkably ſingular in 
Things of Indifference, yet ſhe took 
Care always to teach them to diſtinguiſh 
gay Folly, and affected Extravagance, 
from natural Decencies, both in Fur- 
niture and in Dreſs: Their Rank in 
the World was eminent, but they never 
appeared the firſt, nor the higheſt in 
any new-fanglted Forms of Attire. By 
her wiſe Example and Inſtructions, ſhe 
had ſo formed their Minds, as to be 
able to ſee Garments more gaudy, and 
even more modiſh than their own, 
without Envy or Wiſhes. They could 
bear to find a Trimming ſet on a little 
awry, or the Plait of a Garment ill-diſ 
poſed, without making the whole 
Houſe and the Day uneaſy, and the 
Sun and Heavens ſmile upon them in 
vain. 


PEHRO. 


Sect. 1 1. and Reſtraint in Daughters. 2 
PHRONISSA taught them the 
happy Art of managing a Viſit, with 
ſome uſeful Improvement of the Hour, 
and without Offence, If a Word of 
Scandal occurred: in Company, it was 
ſoon diverted or ſuppreſſed. The Chil- 
dren were charged to ſpeak well of 
their Neighbours, as far as Truth would 
admit, and to be filent as to any Thing 
further : But when the Poor, or the 
Deformed, were mentioned in Diſ- 
| courſe, the Aged, the Lame, or the 
Blind, thoſe Objects were handled with 
utmoſt Tenderneſs : Nothing could diſ- 
pleaſe Phroniſſa more, than to hear a 
Jeſt thrown upon natural Infirmities: 
She thought there was ſomething ſa- 
cred in Miſery, and it was not to be 
touched with a rude Hand. All Re- 
proach and Satire of- this Kind was for 
ever baniſhed where ſhe came; and if 
ever Raillery was indulged, Vice and 


wilful Folly were the conſtant Subjects 
of it. 


Pune 
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- PeR80Ns of diſtinguiſhed Characters 
the always diſtinguiſhed in her Reſpect, 
and trained up her Family to pay the 
fame Civilities. Whenſoever ſhe nam- 
ed her own Parents, it was with high 
Veneration and Love, and thereby ſhe 
naturally led her Children to give due 


Tnouon it is the Faſhion of the 

Age to laugh at the Prieſthood in all 

Forms, and teach every Boy to ſcoff 

W at a Miniſter, Phroniſſa paid double Ho- 
i nours to them who laboured in the Word 
| and Doctrine, where their perſonal Be- 
haviour upheld the Dignity of their 

Office; for ſhe was perſuaded, Saint 

Paul was a better Director than the gay 

Gentlemen of the Mode. 1 Tim. v. 17. 

Beſides, ſhe wiſely conſidered, that a 

Contempt of their Perſons, would ne-- 

ceſſarily bring with it a Contempt of 
all their Miniſtrations ; and then ſhe 

might carry her Daughters to the 

Church as much as ſhe pleaſed, but 
7 92 | Preach- 


Honour to all their ſuperior Relatives. ' 
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Preaching and Praying, and all ſacred 
Things would grow deſpicable and uſe- 
leſs, when they had firſt learned to * 
a Jeſt of the Preacher. 


Bu r are theſe young Ladies PRO 
confined at Home? Are they never 


ſuffered to ſee the World? Yes, ane 


ſometimes without the Guard of a Mo- 
ther too; though Phroniſſa is ſo well be- 
loved by her Children, that they would 


very ſeldom chooſe to go without her. 


Their Souls are inlaid betimes with the 
Principles of Virtue and Prudence; theſe 
are. their conſtant Guard ; nor; do they 


ever Wiſh to make a Viſit where their 


Mother has * to __ their. 
Safety. 


THzy have Freedom given them in 


all the common Affairs of Life to chooſe 


for themſelves, but they take Pleaſure, | 


for the moſt Part, in referring the 
Choice back again to their Elders. 
Phroniſſa has managed the Reſtraint” of 
their younger Years with ſo much 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Love, that they have ſeem- 
ed all their Lives to know nothing but 
Liberty : An Admonition of their Pa- 
rents meets with chearful Compliance, 
and is never debated. A Wiſh or De- 
fire has the ſame Power over them 


now, as a Command had in their In- 
fancy and Childhood; for the Com- 


mand was ever dreſſed in the ſofteſt 
Language of Authority, and this made 
every Act of Obedience a Delight, till 
it became an habitual Pleaſure. 

In ſhort, they have been educated 
with ſuch Diſcretion, Tenderneſs and 
Piety, as have laid a Foundation to make 
them happy and uſeful in the riſing 
Age: Their Parents with Pleaſure view 
the growing Proſpect, and return daily 

Thanks to Almighty God, whoſe Bleſ- 
ſing has attended their watchful Cares, 
and has thus far anſwered their” moſt 
fervent Devotions. 
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